
 

   
Director’s Letter P. 3 

Photos with Santa P.4 

Museum Book Sale P. 5 

How did Gresham get 

its name? P. 6 

Fall 2018 

Gresham Carnegie Library Gresham, Ore. 1918; GHS photo archives P19 1169 

For members of the Gresham Historical Society 

 
Gresham Historical  
Quarterly Newsletter 



 

 

 

Hours of operation 

Wednesday 10 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Thursday  10 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Friday  2 p.m.–8 p.m. 

Saturday  10 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Sunday  12 p.m.–4 p.m. 

Closed Monday & Tuesday 

Featured exhibition 

Historic Downtown:  

Gresham’s center of commerce  

 

This exhibit samples the stores, 

eateries and tradesmen of Gresham, 

Ore. Learn about the buildings that 

made up the fabric Historic 

Downtown, some of which are still 

standing.  
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About Gresham Historical Letter from the Director 

The wind is blowing in, piles of leaves are littering the streets, and the fall season is 

slowing chilling into winter.  The Gresham Historical Society hopes you had a warm 

and loving Thanksgiving, and we wish you a happy holiday season to follow. 

 This fall, we had a wonderful time exploring the Gresham Pioneer Cemeteries 

with guests, uncovering all the stories of the individuals buried there. On Halloween, 

we were happy to see over 2,000 of you trick-or-treating in the streets of Historic 

Downtown Gresham. We love passing out candy and seeing all of the creative 

costumes. We hope to see you again next October. 

 Presently at the museum, we have begun decking the halls for the holidays, 

and invite you all to come take Photos with Santa. We will have light refreshments 

and crafts for kids while you wait for your picture to print. You can find more 

information about the event on P. 4.  

 We are also currently hosting a book sale in the museum gift shop! The 

books—a variety of general and local history books, antique collecting books, 

genealogy resources, and more—are purchase by donation. So stop by the museum 

and look through the shelves. You may find the perfect gift for the history buff in 

your family. If a book isn’t the right item, we suggest giving the gift of a museum 

membership. See P. 5 for more information. 

 Thank you for your continued support of the Gresham Historical Society and 

our mission to collect and share Gresham’s rich history. We hope to see you this 

holiday season. 

 

Warm regards, 

 

Evan Smiley 

Museum Director  



 

 

Saturday, November 24,  10 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Saturday, December 1,     10 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Saturday, December 8,     10 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Saturday, December 15,   10 a.m.–4 p.m. 

Sunday,   December 16,   12 p.m.–4 p.m. 

Photos with Santa  

at the Museum 

Skip the mall, and snap your 

photo with the jolly elf himself, 

here, at the museum! Cookies, 

small crafts and coloring sheets 

available while you wait! See 

details below! Ho, ho, ho! 

Dates & Times Pricing 

4x6 photo print    $15 

Digital photo file   $10 

4x6 print & digital file  $20 

 

Museum Closures 

Upcoming Events 

The museum will closed on 

the listed days for holidays 

and museum updates: 

November 18–23 

December 22–February 14 

Membership dues  
are due  

January 1, 2019  

for the 2019  

calendar year. 

Members: 



 

 

Gresham Historical Museum Membership 

the perfect gift for the history buff in your family. 

Membership options 

Individual  $20 

Business  $50 

Membership benefits include: 

 Subscription to the Gresham Historical Quarterly Newsletter 

 Invitations to special members-only exhibition previews and events 

 First notice on all public programming and events 

 10% discount on museum store purchases 

B O O K  S A L E  
The Gresham Historical Society is hosting a book sale 

at the museum! Stop by the museum to see the 

assortment of antique collection books, general 

history books, and more! 

PURCHASE BY DONATION 



 

 

 

How did Gresham  
get its name? 

Every Saturday from 

November 24 to 

December 15, 10AM–4PM 

How did Gresham get its name?  

You can thank Ben F. Rollins.  

In 1884, Rollins built a general store in an 

area known as “Campground.” Thinking a 

post office would help with business, Rollins 

wrote to Postmaster General Walter Q. 

Gresham. 

We can't say for certain whether Rollins 

suggested naming the area after Gresham 

to flatter the General into fulfilling his 

request, or if he named the area after 

Gresham as a thank-you for acquiring the 

post office. (But, apparently other towns 

had the same idea; there are eight other 

cities in the U.S. named Gresham!) 

Rollins' general store and 

post office was located at 

what is now the SE corner 

of N. Main Avenue and 

Powell.  

He died in 1931 at 74 

years old and is buried in 

the Gresham Pioneer 

Cemetery.  

You can learn more 

about Rollins in our 

permanent exhibit 

“Gresham’s Timeline.” 

Gresham Historical Society photo archives P8 296. 

Gresham Historical Society photo archives P810 414. 



 

 

 

How did Gresham  
get its name? 

Life in Gresham: 1890 

Gresham Historical Society 

photo archives P17 976AB. 

Team of loggers standing 

amongst logs in front of 

Donahue and Kelly Logging 

Co. saw mill on Powell Valley 

Road in 1890. 

Logging was very prominent 

in Gresham’s early history. 

Settlers cleared the land to 

build structures and made 

profit from selling the excess 

lumber.    

Gresham Historical Society 

photo archives P13 1905. 

A group of unidentified 

women cooking in a small 

kitchen in 1890. 

 



 

 

 

Cemetery tours! 
Thanks for joining us on our 

 Each October, the 

Gresham Historical 

Society hosts walking 

tours of Gresham 

Pioneer Cemetery and 

White Birch Cemetery! 

Thank you to our 

dedicated volunteer, 

Mike, for leading the 

tours each year, and 

thank you for joining us 

and supporting local 

history!  

 

Become a  

Today! 
VOLUNTEER 

The Gresham Historical Society relies on dedicated volunteers for most of our daily 

operations. Are you interested in joining the team? Here’s what we’re needing: 

Docents greet visitors during our open hours and sometimes work on small tasks out in the 

main room. These volunteers should familiarize themselves with the current exhibits and 

some basic facts about the museum and Gresham history, but no special qualifications are 

necessary. We encourage anyone with a positive attitude and enthusiasm for history to 

apply. Two to six hours per month can make a huge difference!  

Research Room volunteers work with the museum collections. We need volunteers to 

help catalog photos, documents and other artifacts. Research room volunteers should know 

their way around a computer and have a good eye for detail. 

If you are interested in helping out,  

please email info@greshamhistorical.org or call us at (503)661-0347. 



 

 

DONATE MEMBER 

 

Cemetery tours! 

Become a  

Today! 

Email address 

Membership Enrollment Form 

Payment information 

Member name (Business name for Business Membership) 

Member 2 name (if Family Membership) 

Street address 

City, State, Zip 

Home/Cell Phone            Work /Cell Phone 

Individual/Family $20 

Choose your membership 

Business $50 

$_________ Membership amount  

$__________ Additional contribution* 

$__________ Total amount 

* Annual donations of $50 or more are tax deductible 

Please charge my credit/debit card $_______ 

 American Express                      Discover                  

 Mastercard                            Visa  

 

Check payable to the Gresham Historical 

Society enclosed 

Card number  Exp. Date CVV 

Signature 

Today! 

Email address 

Donation Form 

Payment information 

Name (or Business name) 

Street address 

City, State, Zip 

Home/Cell Phone            Work /Cell Phone 

Donation Amount 

$__________ Total amount* 

* Annual donations of $50 or more are tax deductible 

Please charge my credit/debit card $_______ 

 American Express                      Discover                  

 Mastercard                            Visa  

Check payable to the Gresham Historical 

Society enclosed 

Card number  Exp. Date CVV 

Signature 

Friends of the Museum $20-$99 

Bronze   $100-$249 

Silver    $250-$499 

Gold    $500-$999 

Platinum   $1000-$4999 

Diamond   $5000+ 



 

 

 

Bertha Frank holds plucked turkey,  

c. 1930; GHS photo archives P22 610. 

Gresham Historical Society 
From all of us at 

Patricia and David Maynard pose by their Christmas 

tree in December 1954; GHS photo archives P24 3317. 

Happy Holidays! 

And a happy 

New Year! 



 

 

 

Friends of the Museum 
Mike and Claudia Andrews 

Ed and Claudia Brooks 

Utahna Kerr 

Regional Arts & Culture Council 

Bronze 

April Avery 

Pat Durward 

Edith H. Flesher 

Lorraine Griffey 

Rosemary Guttridge 

Marilyn R. Laws 

Jo Ann Reese 

Merrick D. Reburn 

Mardy and Hank Stevens 

Silver 

Dick Dowsett 

Larry Sims 

Marie Squires 

Juanita Syron 

Platinum 

Robin McGregor 

Chase Me Again 

 

Diamond 

Jim Chase 

Jack Malcolm 

Pat Stone 

Donor Levels 

Friends of the Museum $20-$99 

Bronze   $100-$249 

Silver    $250-$499 

Gold    $500-$999 

Platinum   $1000-$4999 

Diamond   $5000+ 

Donors & Sponsors 
To all of our 

Thank you! 

 

We would also like to extend our sincerest gratitude to our anonymous 

donors who contribute by way of the donation box in the museum.   

Gold 

J. Frank Schmidt 

Charitable Trust 



 

Gresham Historical Society 

PO Box 65 

Gresham, OR 97030 

www.greshamhistoricalsociety.org       E-mail: info@greshamhistorical.org 

A rainy day in downtown Gresham, Ore., c. 1930. GHS photo archive P22 2017.005.0001 


