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Mission Statement: 
The Gresham Historical Society 

is dedicated to providing a 

center for the collection, 

preservation, exhibition, and 

publication of material of 

historical and cultural 

character; to acquiring 

documents, manuscripts, 

publications, artifacts and 

images; and to 

promoting knowledge and 

appreciation of Gresham's 

history to the public through 

educational programs and 

exhibits.  
 

Museum Hours: 
Wednesday, Thursday  

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.  

Friday 

2 p.m. - 8 p.m. 

Saturday  

10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

Sunday 

12 p.m. - 4 p.m. 

410 N Main Avenue 
P.O. Box 65 

 Gresham, OR 97030 
 

503-661-0347  
 

greshamhistorical@gmail.com 

 

Like us on Facebook for 
history tidbits and to keep up 
with the latest happenings at 

the museum! 

 

Search: 

Gresham Historical Society  

Gresham Historical Society 
Founded 1976 

2017 was an eventful year for the Gresham Historical 

Society. From our purchase of the Zion Evangelical 

Church to the Rotary Club’s historic campus clean-up, 

we have seen some big changes and continue to 

build our organization.  

Our annual Photos with Santa event was a great 

success, with both visitor counts and revenue up 

from last year. Thanks to our army of volunteers who 

decorated the museum and hosted visitors. We 

especially thank Skip Larson for donating his time, 

equipment, and photography expertise year after 

year. Also, many thanks to Santa Claus for taking 

time out of his busy season to make an appearance 

at the Carnegie Library. 

On February 17th we opened a new exhibit, “A History 

of Downtown Buildings and Businesses.” Visit us 

soon to learn about several notable early 20th century 

businesses in Downtown Gresham.  You’ll also find 

out about some historic buildings that are still 

standing today. 

We have now revamped our membership program. In 

general, we have simplified the pricing categories 

and made it easier for the public to sign up online. 

These changes will encourage more people to sign up 

while enabling us to better serve our membership 

base.  Be sure to renew your membership soon!  Find 

out more details on page 6. 

As always, thank you for your generous support. 

Sincerely, 

 

 David Baumann, President 
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Upcoming Events 
 

August 20th Pioneer Cemetery Tour, 1:30 p.m. 

August 26th  Downtown Gresham Tour, 11 a.m. 

September 3rd Downtown Gresham Tour, 1:30 p.m. 

October 14th 3rd Annual Texas Hold ‘Em Fundraiser 
 

We’ll have a booth at the Gresham Farmers’ Market on the 

following days:  8/26, 9/9, 9/23, 10/7, 10/21.  Look for 

more dates in the next newsletter. 
 

See the back page for more details on guided tours of 

Downtown Gresham and the Pioneer Cemeteries. 

AT THE MUSEUM 
Current exhibits at the Gresham History Museum 

 

Gresham’s Timeline provides a historical overview of 

Gresham by decade. 

Recreation and Leisure Through History  This semi-

permanent exhibit changes with the seasons to show 

how historic Greshamites spent their free time during 

the spring, summer, fall, and winter. 

A History of Downtown Buildings and Businesses is a 

sampling of historic stores, eateries, and tradesmen.  

You can also learn about the historic buildings that 

made up the fabric of Historic Downtown, some of 

which are still standing.  This brand-new exhibit also 

features a hands-on display of blacksmithing 

equipment. 

What Am I?  Some of the most unusual items in the 

collection are on display.  Can you guess what they are? 

Open Hours 
 

MONDAY:  Closed 
TUESDAY:  Closed 
WEDNESDAY:  10 a.m.—4 p.m. 

THURSDAY:  10 a.m.—4 p.m. 

FRIDAY:  2 p.m.—8 p.m. 

SATURDAY: 10 a.m.—4 p.m. 

SUNDAY:  12 p.m.—4 p.m. 
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First People of Gresham 
 
Suburban Gresham does not immediately present itself as 

an area of rich natural resources.  Many who live here today 

know very little of the area’s history prior to the arrival of Euro-

pean American settlers.  Before the subdivisions, cultivation, 

and logging, however, the rolling hills and rushing creeks of 

this area provided a home for Native Americans for over 

10,000 years.   

An upper branch of the Clackamas Chinook lived in villag-

es along the Columbia River.  Their villages were small, the 

structure family-based; like the Kalapuya and other indigenous 

peoples of the Willamette Valley, 

they lived in separate family-based 

bands that were politically autono-

mous.  Local headmen organized 

hunting parties and mediated dis-

putes between villages but did not 

rule over them in the sense many 

would associate with a chief.  They 

shared a common language and 

coexisted peacefully with other vil-

lages, trading and intermarrying 

extensively.  They spoke a 

Multnomah Chinookan dialect that 

was related to the Lower Chinook 

spoken by coastal tribes but was 

distinct enough that neither group 

would have understood the other’s 

language.   

Villages consisted of up to 

twenty cedar plank houses, each 

containing multiple families.  Dur-

ing the warmer months, some vil-

lages traveled inland, living in tem-

porary camps that moved depend-

ing on which natural resources 

were in season.  The East 

Multnomah County archaeological 

record shows that hunting parties 

sought mainly small game, includ-

ing birds and small mammals, in 

this region.  Many modern Gresh-

amites have found small projectile 

points (arrowheads) in their gardens, a testament to the abun-

dance of wild game that lived here.  

Lewis and Clark visited a village on Blue Lake with a name 

they recorded as Nechacolee (Nechacokee, ničáqʷli, ‘stand of 

pines’).  The village consisted of seven square houses in a 

row, all separated by narrow passageways but under one roof, 

in and around which 100-120 people lived.  They subsisted 

seasonally on wapato root, fish, game, nuts, and berries.  They 

traded with nearby villages and with more distant tribes to the 

east, evident in the obsidian they used to make arrowheads.   

Most of what we know about the indigenous people of the 

Portland Basin mainly comes from oral tradition, recorded over 

the past century and a half, and from the writings of European 

and Euro-American explorers and traders.  These sources can 

be flawed, not least because those writing them generally 

came from Western cultures and carried preconceptions of an 

inherent hierarchy of races and cultures.  Also, it is thought 

that up to a third of Western Oregon’s indigenous population 

died in a smallpox epidemic before first contact with European 

explorers in 1792.  Between this and the introduction of hors-

es around the same time, Native people in this region lived 

very differently in the early 1800s than they had a century be-

fore. 

     A malaria outbreak, brought by 

sailors from the tropics in the early 

1830s, killed an additional 90% of 

the Native population here.  This 

made it relatively easy for Euro-

American settlers to displace the 

remaining indigenous people.  By 

1860, all Native tribes and bands 

in Oregon had moved or been driv-

en onto reservations, irreversibly 

jumbling and disrupting the rem-

nants of their pre-colonization so-

cial structures.  The U.S. Govern-

ment further confused the written 

record by overclassifying the di-

verse indigenous societies into 

groups and structures that often 

did not apply to them.  This has led 

to modern contention over many 

aspects of Native history prior to 

European American settlement.  

Tribal members have spent the 

past century and a half fighting to 

regain the rights and recognition 

that the government denied them. 

     The majority of the Upper Clack-

amas Chinook were sent to the 

Grand Ronde and Siletz Reserva-

tions.  Today, those reservations 

offer interpretive centers where 

visitors can learn all about the var-

ied histories of the many tribes 

that comprise the reservations. 

Gresham’s Native history is far from over.  Around 1500 of 

Greshamites today identify as Native.  They can trace their 

heritage to tribes all over North and South America.   
 

For More Information: 

www.grandronde.org 

http://www.ctsi.nsn.us 

http://www.chinooknation.org/history.html 

Contemporary Cathlapotle plank house located 

on the Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge, Chi-

nookan-style.  Image credit:  Walter Siegmund, 

Wikimedia Commons. 

Engraving of the interior of a Chinook plank 

house, location unknown, 1846.  NYPL Digital 

Collections. 
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Johnson’s Bakery, 2nd and Main, c. 1910. First State Bank, Powell and Main, 1906 

Interior of Metzger’s Feed Store,, June 1922. Gresham Rexall Drug Store, Poweel and Main,  1922. 

Businesses of  
Historic Downtown Gresham 

 

Here are some photos of important businesses in the historic 
landscape of Downtown Gresham.  Learn more about these and 

more  in our new exhibit! 
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Zim’s Twelve-Mile Store, c. 1945. Gresham Anchor Store, 1st and Main 

Gresham Garage, 4th and Main. Ford Metzger’s Saloon, 1910. 

Hessel Implement Co., 1922. C.C. Miller’s Blacksmith Shop, 1896. 
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Changes to the Membership Program 
This year, the Gresham Historical Society presents to you a revised membership program.  

Here are the changes: 

 We now offer only two categories of membership (Individual/Family $20) and (Business 

$50).  This change not only broadens our possible membership base but it is much 

easier for our software programs to track. Of course, donations will always be accepted 

from those who would like to contribute more than $20.  

 Online membership signup has been simplified through a single linked form.  Credit 

card payments can be received online or in person at the museum.  

 Members can look forward to an expansion of benefits throughout the coming year, so 

stay tuned for special offers and events. We will also create membership cards, so 

please be sure to include or update your mailing address when you sign up or renew 

your membership. The Historical Society will continue to mail newsletters to those who 

indicate this as a preference. However, we also encourage those members to update us 

on any address changes and to check with us that we have them selected for this ser-

vice. Those who prefer a digital newsletter will continue to receive them through this 

method. 
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THE GRESHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY ONLINE 
The Gresham Historical Society can be found on 

Twitter and Instagram!  Follow us for a look at the 

inner workings of the museum, from the 

perspective of our dedicated volunteers! 

www.instagram.com/greshamhistoricalsociety 

  twitter.com/greshamhistory 

WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS! 
As a small nonprofit, the Gresham Historical Society relies on dedicated volunteers for most of 
our daily operations.  Are you interested in joining their ranks?  If so, we can’t wait to meet you!  

Here are a few ways that you can help out: 

Docents greet visitors during our open hours and sometimes work on small tasks out in the main room.  These 
volunteers should familiarize themselves with the current exhibits and some basic facts about the museum and 
Gresham history, but no special qualifications are necessary.  We encourage anyone with a positive attitude and 
enthusiasm for history to apply, especially now that we are increasing our weekend hours.  Four or six hours per 

month can make a huge difference! 

Research Room volunteers work mainly with the museum collections.  Currently, we have several major projects 
underway, and you can hop onto whichever one sounds the most interesting to you.  We need volunteers to help 
catalog photos, documents and other artifacts; photograph or scan collection items that have already been 
catalogued; and correct old database entries.  Research room volunteers should know their way around a 

computer and have a good eye for detail. 

While these are the two main positions for which we actively need new volunteers, we are always looking for more 

tour guides and newsletter contributors. 

If you are interested in helping out, please call us at (503)661-0347 or email us at greshamhistorical@gmail.com. 
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Thank You, Donors! 
Friends of the 

Museum 
Ed & Claudia Brooks 

Utahna Kerr 

Regional Arts & Culture 

Council 

Bronze 
Pat Durward 

Rosemary Guttridge 

Marilyn R. Laws 

Mr. and Mrs. Mardy L. 

and Hank Stevens 

Edith H. Flesher 

Lorraine Griffey 

April Avery 

Jo Ann Reese 

Silver 
Marie Squires 

Juanita Syron 

Platinum 
Robin McGregor 

 

Diamond 
Pat Stone 

Jack Malcolm 

We would also like to extend our sincerest gratitude to our anonymous donors who contribute by way of 

the donation box in the museum.  Every penny helps! 

Please Thank 
Our Exhibit 
Sponsors! 

Gresham Rotary sponsored the Blue Lake 

Park display in our Recreation exhibit 

Robin McGregor sponsored our new 

World War II display 
Cascade Athletic Clubs sponsored the Athletics 

display in our Recreation exhibit 

Donor Levels 

Friends of the Museum  $20-$99 

Bronze    $100-$249 

Silver    $250-$499 

Gold   $500-$999 

Platinum  $1000-$4999 

Diamond  $5000+ 
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Advertise With Us!  
Email membership.ghs@gmail.com or call (503)661-0347 for more information. 



Gresham Historical Society 

PO Box 65 

Gresham, OR 97030 

CHANGE SERVICE  

REQUESTED 
 

Spring 2018 Newsletter  
 

Executive Board: 

David Baumann—President  

Carol Nielsen—Vice President 

Rose Marie Noojin—Secretary 

Board of Directors: 

Utahna Kerr   Judy Han  

Eellitta Stone   Dick Dowsett 

Leslie Radke  John Clark 

Martin Stone   Kevin Conord 

   Carla Piluso 

www.greshamhistoricalsociety.org       E-mail: greshamhistorical@gmail.com 

 

NAME________________________________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________  

PHONE________________________ E-MAIL________________________________________________  

MEMBERSHIP* 

  Student $10_________             Single $30_________  

  Senior (60+) $20_________             Family $50_________ 

  Senior couple $35________              

Organization (No ad in newsletter)$50_______  

   Organization with Ad (business card size) in our newsletter $150_______ 

DONATIONS 

  Friends of the Museum $1 - $99________         Gold  $500 - $999________  

  Bronze $100 - $249 ________           Platinum $1,000 - $4,999________  

  Silver $250 - $499________             Diamond $5,000+_________  

 

 

*Membership is good for one year. Make checks payable to Gresham Historical Society.  

P.O. Box 65 Gresham, OR 97030  


