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Mission Statement:
The Gresham Historical

Society is dedicated to provide
a center for the collection,

preservation, exhibition, and
publication of material of

historical and cultural
character; to acquire

documents, manuscripts,
publications, artifacts and

images; and to
promote knowledge and

appreciation of Gresham's
history to the public through
educational programs and

exhibits.

Museum Hours:
Tuesday, Thursday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday

2 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

410 N Main Avenue
P.O. Box 65

Gresham, OR 97030

503-661-0347

greshamhistorical@gmail.com

Like us on Facebook to
receive up-to-date

information on events and
programs at the museum!

Search:

Gresham Historical Society

Gresham Historical Society
Founded 1976

2016 was a record-breaking year
for the Historical Society. We took in
nearly 4,000 visitors from our spring
opening in February to our winter closing
in December – that’s about a thousand
more than last year, and seven hundred
over our previous record. This is partially
due to our new Friday hours, which
brought in 454
visitors, and an
incredibly successful
Christmas at the
Museum, which drew
1,084 guests (and
several dogs).

Christmas at
the Museum and
Photos with Santa
continues to be our
m o s t p o p u l a r
fundraiser, and we
have several key
volunteers to thank
for that. Our “main
Santa,” Mark Brandt,
donated his time to
the museum for four
c o n s e c u t i v e
weekends. His
energy and presence
are a large part of
what draws people
back to the museum
year after year. Our “auxiliary Santa,”
Mike Andrews, did a wonderful job filling
Mark’s boots for several shifts. And none
of it would be possible without our
remarkable photographer, Skip Larson,
who provides us with his expertise and
photography equipment year after year, all
pro bono. Special thank-yous also go to
Catherine Dolber, who helmed the front
desk for several weekends and managed
the till; and to all of the volunteers and
board members who decorated and
staffed the museum this year.

In November, we held our second
annual Texas Hold ‘Em Fundraiser. The

event drew even more attention than last
year, and we had trouble fitting everyone
at the tables. Next year, we’ll add more
tables so that the event can keep on
growing as a Historical Society tradition.
Thank you to everyone who made this
fundraiser a success!

If you’ve visited our website
recently, you may have

seen that an exhibit
change is underway,
meaning that the
museum is closed
until February 14th.
We hope you’ll join us
for the Spring Opening
and Exhibit Preview on
February 13th, when
you can be among the
first to see the new
exh ib i t , en t i t led
“Recreat ion and
Leisure in Gresham’s
History.” See page 5
for details.

Our free Friday
Lecture series has
gained momentum
into the New Year,
with topics such as
the Stan Heiney
C o l l e c t i o n a n d
Gresham’s Pioneer

Cemeteries. The series will resume on
Friday, February 17, with “Time Well
Spent: Leisure and Recreation in
Gresham’s History”, a companion to our
new exhibit. Keep an eye out for future
lectures and guest speakers by joining
our mailing list:
greshamhistoricalsociety.org/upcoming-
events. You’ll also see reminders on our
Facebook page (search for Gresham
Historical Society).

As always, thank you for your
invaluable support. Our membership is
what makes the Gresham Historical
Society exceptional.

David E. Baumann, President

Ice encrusted our Christmas decorations

during the storm in December.
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Current exhibits at the Gresham History Museum

Gresham’s Timeline provides a historical overview of

Gresham by decade.

Recreation and Leisure Through History Our new

featured exhibit will cover some of the many ways that

Gresham residents of the past spent their leisure time.

Gresham Fire and Police features loans from former

police chief Carla Piluso and the Gresham Fire

Department.

What Am I? Some of the most unusual items in the

collection are on display. Can you guess what they

are?

Gresham, Oregon, U.S.A., the World will take over a

small corner of the museum starting in February. As a

semi-permanent exhibit, this display will rotate

throughout the year to cover different state, national,

and global events from the Gresham perspective.

Upcoming Events
February 13 - Exhibit Preview Night On the evening before the museum opens back up, join us for an
exclusive preview of our new exhibit: Recreation and Leisure in Gresham’s History! 5:00 p.m.

February 17— “Time Well Spent: Recreation and Leisure in Gresham’s History” The first free lecture of the
season will coincide with our new exhibit on the same topic. 7:00 p.m.

Please check the Events page on our website and follow our Facebook page to stay current on upcoming
events at the Gresham History Museum. To join our mailing list, email greshamhistorical@gmail.com.

AT THE MUSEUMMember Benefits

 Subscription to our
quarterly newsletter
(digital newsletters are
available to help save
paper! See page 6.)

 A GHS member card

 10% off purchases in the
museum gift shop with
member card.

 $10.00 off a
membership at Oregon
Historical Society.

 Invitation to an annual
members only event.

 A discount on photos
with Santa during our
annual Christmas at the
Museum program.

It’s Time to Renew Your Membership!
Last year, your dues helped us create five new exhibits, start a new lecture series, host

genealogy help sessions, lead tours for both adults and children, and strive towards our goal
of preserving the past to prepare for the future. We hope that you will continue your

partnership with us in the coming year—our members make us what we are!

You can renew online at: greshamhistoricalsociety.org/join/become-a-member



Gone Home
An Introduction to Gresham’s

Pioneer Cemeteries
By Silvie Andrews

Across the cart track from the eponymous camp
meeting ground, at the foot of what the children called the
“Old Dead Hill”, the pioneer residents of Camp Ground estab-
lished their first cemetery in 1863. The J.P. Powell family had
lost three children - two-year-old Lincon,
four-year-old Henrietta, and nine-year-old
Josephine, plus a daughter-in-law, Nancy
- all within a year of each other. Over the
years, more pioneers died and took their
places in the cemetery, memorialized by
humble stone headstones and plaques
sunken into the ground. The town grew
up around the cemetery; schools and
churches came and went; the railroad
laid down its tracks; and Gresham grew
from a pioneer settlement to a sprawling
suburb, the fourth-largest city in Oregon.
The Powells’ graves remain at the center
of a cemetery that has been in constant
use for over 170 years.

This may come as a surprise to
some. At 174 years old, the gravestones
of Nancy, Henrietta, Lincon, and Jose-
phine are the oldest landmarks in the
city. They predate the oldest building,
the 1867 Roberts home on west Powell.
They even predate the name “Gresham,”
which Benjamin Franklin Rollins first
applied to the post office (and later the
town) in 1884. The Pioneer Cemetery is
our most tangible link to Gresham’s past
and offers unique insights into the lives
of the city’s founders.

Symbols
The last few decades of the

nineteenth century, normally referred to as the Victorian era,
were a time of rich and meaningful symbolism in Europe and
North America – even in pioneer localities where high culture
rarely visited. Nowhere is this more obvious than in cemeter-
ies. Far from considering death a taboo subject, Victorians
planned and discussed their own death scenes much as we
now plan and discuss weddings. The familiar idea of the
deathbed tableau came into being around this time; the
“ideal” death took place in the home, in one’s own bed, sur-
rounded by one’s family. A person’s last words, whispered
with their dying breath, would cement their legacy. Grave-
stone symbols were an important part of this as well: they
indicated what was the most important to a person and how

they would be remembered by those who knew them best.
This is where pioneer cemeteries differ from city

cemeteries, and where Gresham stands out even from oth-
er, nearby cemeteries. While urban gravestones often carry
images relevant to a person’s profession (an anvil for a
blacksmith, a cannon for a soldier) and tend towards the
grandiose (large statues or complicated scenes are com-
mon), a pioneer cemetery consists mainly of plaques at
ground level or simply-shaped headstones. Symbols are
usually uncomplicated and evoke the much more down-to-

earth themes of family, industrious-
ness, and religious belief. Especially in
Gresham, where the settlers of 1851
converted solid old-growth forest to
farmland by 1900, the most respected
pioneers were those who had contribut-
ed the most to the community by way of
hard work and reproduction. Pioneer
obituaries often highlighted the sub-
ject’s “long and useful” life and their
love of scripture – a theme repeated on
many headstones. An open book, espe-
cially when accompanied by overtly
Christian symbols, indicates a person’s
adherence to the Bible. A dove, on its
own or holding a flower in its beak, sym-
bolically carries the soul from earth to
heaven. A single hand pointing upward
signals the heavenly reward for those
who lived an upright and honest life.
Lambs, representing innocence, are
often found on the graves of young chil-
dren and are meant to show that God
recalled them to heaven at an early
age.

The blunter theme of death
also appears frequently, especially on
graves dating to 1900 or earlier. A
shroud covering part of a gravestone
represents the veil between the living
and the dead. Weeping willows, an ear-
ly favorite of Fairview’s Dunbar family,

indicate mourning. Gresham and other
pioneer towns steered clear of the macabre, however; the
Death’s Head and other symbols of decay are nowhere to
be found.

Hands clasped, one male and one female, are a
recurring symbol in the Gresham Pioneer Cemetery. They
are found on the gravestones of men and women who died
before their spouses and signify a bond that transcends life
and death. The words “We Will Meet Again” or some vari-
ant often accompany this image. Compared to other pio-
neer cemeteries, Gresham has an unusually high number
of these.

Gravestone of Henrietta C. Powell.

“The Angels Called Her Home.”
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Gone Home
Continued from previous page

Discrimination
A discussion of Gresham’s pioneer burial practices

would be incomplete without a study of the demographic dif-
ferences between the two major Pioneer Cemeteries.

The Gresham Pioneer Cemetery and its neighbor
across the street, White Birch, are often mistaken for the
same site, but there are several important distinctions.

Firstly, White Birch is smaller and not as well
groomed as its counterpart. This is partially because those
buried here were generally poorer; plots were cheaper, and
the city often interred people in White Birch if they died pen-
niless and without family to make other arrangements. Bar-
ring some notable exceptions, the gravestones in this ceme-
tery are more likely to have come from catalogs than from
local stonemasons. Many graves are marked only by a patch
of concrete with a name and
date faintly scratched in it.
More graves still have no
markers at all.

Knowing this, it can
hardly count as a coinci-
dence that early Japanese
residents overwhelmingly
ended up buried in White
Birch rather than Gresham
Pioneer. By looking at their
grave markers, one can see
a high infant mortality rate:
the Morishita family, for ex-
ample, lost six children be-
tween 1922 and 1938, none
of them older than two. One
can also see a telling gap in
the timeline in the 1940s
when all of Gresham’s Japa-
nese Americans were imprisoned in internment camps.

Miyo Iwakoshi would seem to be the exception that
tests the rule. Her gravestone sits proudly in the middle of
the Gresham Pioneer cemetery in the same section as that of
the very same Benjamin F. Rollins who named the town. The
first Japanese settler in Oregon, Miyo arrived in 1880 with
her husband (or lover), Andrew Mackinnon, and their adopt-
ed daughter, Tama Nitobe. Andrew, significantly older than
Miyo, died in 1886 and was laid to rest in the main cemetery
with the other pioneers. Miyo lived until 1931, cementing
her place as a leader of the Japanese immigrant community
by helping other settlers navigate Oregon’s exclusionary laws.
Two of her young granddaughters also predeceased her and
were buried near Andrew, a grandfather they never knew.

By the time Miyo Iwakoshi died, anti-Japanese senti-
ment was climbing steadily, and many white Gresham resi-
dents strongly opposed her burial in the Gresham Pioneer

Cemetery. Others argued that she should be buried next to
her husband. The latter group eventually won out—but the
compromise was that Miyo would not receive a headstone.
Instead, her family planted a Japanese cedar at the head of
her grave.

Miyo’s daughter and son-in-law never made it back
to Gresham after their internment during World War II. In
fact, many Japanese Americans moved elsewhere after the
war, partially under the justified impression that the town
would not welcome them back. (Notably, many white farm-
ers in the area protected their Japanese neighbors’ proper-
ty until the proper owners could reclaim it. However, these
farmers existed alongside an active local branch of the Jap-
anese Exclusion League, which worked to prevent any
“aliens” from living or owning businesses in Gresham.)
Miyo Iwakoshi, a ghost in official records like so many Japa-
nese pioneers, had very few left to remember her. Gradual-
ly, she faded into legend.

By the 1980s, Miyo and her story had been redis-
covered through the inter-
vention of Sumiko Ando and
Margaret Okrasinski of
Gresham and Akiko Sugioka
of Sapporo, Japan. The Jap-
anese American Citizens’
League held a ceremony to
install a grave marker on
Miyo’s grave in 1988—a full
57 years after her death.
Today, we consider her one
of Gresham’s most influen-
tial pioneers.

A cemetery is one of
the most unassailable state-
ments about how things
used to be. Gravestones
are what historians call
“primary sources”—records
created at the time under

study—and are often more reliable than census records or
other documents because the information on them is literal-
ly carved in stone. This information goes beyond names
and dates; values and doctrines are just as plain to those
who are looking for them.

Like any historical document, though, cemeteries
are flawed. Even these sturdy monuments can deceive by
omission, as in the case of Miyo Iwakoshi and the numerous
other unmarked graves in White Birch. Cemeteries also at-
tract vandalism, resulting in a loss of both physical grave-
stones and the context that surrounds them. It is only
through awareness and vigilance that we can save these
priceless landmarks for future generations.

Sources
Gresham: Stories of our Past: Campground to City, edited by

Wink Chilton.
Early Cemeteries of Gresham, compiled by Wava Brooks Stockton.

Miyo Iwakoshi’s plaque, installed at the foot of her
previous grave marker, a Japanese cedar. Andrew

MacKinnon’s plaque is visible on the other side of the tree.



Become a Volunteer!
As a nonprofit, the Gresham Historical Society relies

heavily on volunteers for all of our daily activities. They are our
public face, greeting visitors from all over the state, country, and
world. They also contribute to the newsletter, help us with
research, work with our historic collections, and provide us with
tech support. If any of these tasks sound interesting to you, we
encourage you to fill out an application no matter your level of
experience. While we encourage a commitment of 6 hours per
month, this is not required.

Please call us at 503-661-0347 or visit
greshamhistoricalsociety.org/join/volunteer for more
information. We look forward to meeting you!

OLD NEWS: RECREATION AND LEISURE

1953 ad for

“The Grove”

lounge on

E. Powell

Rodeo at the Gresham Fairgrounds, 1940s

Gresham Theater at corner of Powell and Roberts

1953 Ad for

the Mt. Hood

Theater
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Please Support Our Advertisers!

Thank You, Donors!
Friends of the

Museum
Ed & Claudia Brooks

Janice Crowley
Lael Hays

Utahna Kerr
Tom Metzger

(memorial)

Jo Ann Reese
Regional Arts & Culture

Council
Leslie & Rosemary Ross

Ruby F. Whalley
Oliver H. Zimmerman

Bronze
Dick Dowsett
Pat Durward

Rosemary Guttridge
Marilyn R. Laws
George McDade

Marianne Ott
US-J Connect, Inc.

Silver
Marie Squires

Juanita I. Syron

Platinum
Robin McGregor

Diamond
Pat Stone

Jack Malcolm

We would also like to extend our sincerest gratitude to our anonymous donors who

contribute by way of the donation box in the museum. Every penny helps!

Gold
J. Frank Schmidt Family
Charitable Foundation

Memorial
Friends and Family of

Suzanne Shepperd

Setsuko Fukatomi
(memorial for Joe

Fukatomi)

Calling All Members
We’re collecting the birth dates of all of our members!

Please remember to include your birthday (no year required!) on your renewal form,
and you’ll receive a surprise from us in the mail!



Advertise With Us!
Contact Bryan Greenaway for more

information.
503-661-0347

membership.ghs@gmail.com
Advertisements appear in quarterly newsletters, on

our website, and in monthly Facebook posts.

Please Support Our Advertisers!
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Executive Board:
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Carol Nielsen—Vice President

Rose Marie Noojin—Secretary

Richard Kitamura—Treasurer
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Martin Stone Kevin Conord
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