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Mission Statement:
The Gresham Historical Society

is dedicated to providing a
center for the collection,

preservation, exhibition, and
publication of material of

historical and cultural
character; to acquiring

documents, manuscripts,
publications, artifacts and

images; and to
promoting knowledge and
appreciation of Gresham's

history to the public through
educational programs and

exhibits.

Museum Hours:
Tuesday, Thursday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday

2 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

410 N Main Avenue
P.O. Box 65

Gresham, OR 97030

503-661-0347

greshamhistorical@gmail.com

Like us on Facebook for
history tidbits and to keep up
with the latest happenings at

the museum!

Search:

Gresham Historical Society

Gresham Historical Society
Founded 1976

Spring is finally making an appearance in Gresham, and the
Gresham Historical Society is here to greet it. We opened on
February 13 for an exhibit preview night and welcomed over
fifty guests. The new exhibit, titled “Recreation and Leisure in
Gresham’s History,” covers a broad range of topics, from turn-
of-the-century living room décor to outdoor recreation spots
like Blue Lake Park. If you stop by, you’ll hear tunes from
century-old cylinder records, played on our working Edison
Amberola and recorded specially for this exhibit. We owe a
big thank-you to our exhibit sponsors, Gresham Rotary, Robin
McGregor, and Cascade Athletic Club, for their support.

Our next exhibit change will take place in June. The
doors will remain open for regular hours throughout the
process. Taking the place of our Gresham Fire and Police
exhibit will be a comprehensive look at the Japanese
community in Gresham. Following a timeline structure, the
exhibit will start in 1872 with the arrival of Oregon’s first
Japanese pioneer, Miyo Iwakoshi. You’ll learn about Issei
(first generation immigrant) farmers and some of the
exclusionary laws they had to navigate in order to survive early
-20th-century Oregon; Japanese Internment during World War
II and how it impacted the community; and Gresham’s Sister
City partnership with Ebetsu, Japan.

Also in June, look for a change of hours aimed
towards making the museum available to more potential
visitors. We’ll be open on Wednesdays from 10 to 4,
Thursdays from 10 to 4, Fridays from 2 to 8, Saturdays from
10 to 4, and Sundays from 12 to 4. If the change goes well
this summer, we will look at making it permanent. See our full
list of new hours on the next page.

Since our opening, 550 visitors have walked through
our doors. That’s over 100 people more than we had by this
time last year. Once again, the new Friday hours can partially
account for that. A pleasant Friday evening brings casual
visitors into town, and while we haven’t had very many
pleasant evenings yet this year, there have been enough to
make a difference.

The Gresham Farmers’ Market begins on the first
weekend of May, and once again, the Historical Society will
have a booth there every other Saturday. We’ll bring a
selection of artifacts and photos with us, covering a different
topic each time to keep the displays fresh and interesting.
Find our Farmers’ Market schedule through July on the next
page.

As always, thank you for your invaluable support.
Without you, none of this would be possible.

David Baumann, President
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Upcoming Events
April 15th Lecture: GHS Photo Collections, 2:00 p.m. (see page 7)

May 6th Downtown Gresham Tour, 11:00 a.m.

May 14th Downtown Gresham Tour, 1:30 p.m.

June 3rd Pioneer Cemetery Tour, 11:00 a.m.

June 11th Pioneer Cemetery Tour, 1:30 p.m.

June 12th Summer Exhibit Opening, 5:00 p.m.

June 25th Downtown Gresham Tour, 1:30 p.m.

July 1st Downtown Gresham Tour, 11:00 a.m.

July 15th Gresham Arts Festival, 9:00 a.m.—9:00 p.m.
greshamoregon.gov/Gresham-Arts-Festival/

Pioneer Cemetery Tour, 11:00 a.m.

July 23rd Pioneer Cemetery Tour, 1:30 p.m.

July 29th Downtown Gresham Tour, 11:00 a.m.

We’ll have a booth at the Gresham Farmers’ Market on the following
days: 5/6, 6/3, 6/17, 7/1, 7/15, 7/29. Look for more dates in the

next newsletter.

See the back page for more details on guided tours of Downtown

Gresham and the Pioneer Cemeteries.

AT THE MUSEUM
Farewell to

Marie Squires
Marie Keller Squires, one of our
longtime volunteers, passed away
on February 20th after a brief
illness. Marie was one of our
docents; if you’ve visited the
museum on a Saturday, you may
have met her. Marie was very
active in the community: aside
from the Gresham Historical
Society, she also volunteered at
Snow Cap and the Gresham Art
Committee. She was a member of
the American Association of
University Women and worked at
the tutor center of Gresham High
School. She was also a member
of Smith Memorial Presbyterian
Church. We are very grateful to
Marie for all of the time she
dedicated to us.

Current exhibits at the Gresham History Museum

Gresham’s Timeline provides a historical overview of

Gresham by decade.

Recreation and Leisure Through History Our new
featured exhibit will cover some of the many ways that

Gresham residents of the past spent their leisure time.

Gresham Fire and Police features loans from former
police chief Carla Piluso and the Gresham Fire
Department. Learn the origins of the Police an d Fire

departments and how they have developed over time.

What Am I? Some of the most unusual items in the

collection are on display. Can you guess what they are?

Gresham, Oregon, U.S.A., the World is a semi—
permanent display that will rotate throughout the year
to cover different state, national, and global events

from the Gresham perspective.

New Hours
(Starting June 1st, 2017)

MONDAY: Closed

TUESDAY: Closed

WEDNESDAY: 10 a.m.—4 p.m.

THURSDAY: 10 a.m.—4 p.m.

FRIDAY: 2 p.m.—8 p.m.

SATURDAY: 10 a.m.—4 p.m.

SUNDAY: 12 p.m.—4 p.m.
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The Gresham Historical Society is pleased to
announce a new project coming this summer, the
Gresham History Online Archive. Over the past four
decades, the Historical Society has collected and
preserved thousands of Gresham’s photographs. The
maintenance of this collection and continued scanning of
newly obtained photographs is a regular activity for
museum staff and volunteers. In order to fully utilize this
collection, patrons have to make an appointment to use
our research room. Often, making an appointment is not
convenient for researchers, especially for students who
attend school during the day and work during the night
after we close. As several other museums have done
throughout the nation, the historical society would like to
remedy this availability issue by creating a fully
searchable online photograph archive.

With the help of an Arts and Culture grant from
the City of Gresham, we are creating an online archive of
our photograph collection by the end of this summer.
This will be a fully searchable database of some of our
oldest photographs from Gresham and East Multnomah
County’s pioneering days. Over time, we will release
more photographs from later time periods and from
other categories. In order to maintain some propriety
over the collection, photographs will be uploaded with
watermarks and in a lower resolution than the files in our
onsite database. We will continue to sell high-resolution
printed and digital copies of photographs, both online
and at the museum. Our research room will also stay
open for those who would prefer to come to the museum
or need extra help with their search.

The museum would also like to invite those in the
community with photographs of historical significance to
Gresham (before the late 1960s) to donate or loan them
to us for scanning. You too can take part in preserving
history! All photograph donors will be given free
electronic copies, and all lenders will have their
photographs returned as soon as possible. By allowing
us to add your photographs to our collection, you are
preserving them for other generations to learn from and
enjoy. We hope the new online archive will benefit the
community and look forward to launching it this summer.

THE GRESHAM HISTORY ONLINE A5ţ ,9(
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This story is a fictional take on the Jazzy Bagels mural de-
picting a woman inside Gresham Rexall Drug in 1910. The
mural is not based on a real person; artist Don Gray intend-
ed for viewers to interpret it. Carole Linnemann saw the
mural and thought of Mary Belt Dimick, a real person who
grew up in Gresham in the early 1900s.

Hello there, I am the girl in the
window. If you have a moment, I have a
story to share. Maybe you’re curious
about who I am and what I know. You may
wonder what it was like growing up in
Gresham, Oregon in the 1900’s. If you’ll
lend me your ear, I will tell you what I
remember.

I have plenty to share and my
story is true. My father, Dr. Walter Belt,
was contracted here as the local surgeon.
We lived right across the street from the
Carnegie Library, before and after it was
built. There were four of us children and I
was the only girl. We had a lot of special
people in my family, and I have fond
memories of them during my early school
years.

As I think back in time, I see
myself as a little girl, walking down the
street after school and headed for
Grandma Linnemann’s for a fat sugar
cookie and a fresh drink of water. It was
always a treat to stop off on my way home
to visit with the foster parent of my
grandmother, Iona McColl. Grandma
Linnemann moved to town from her farm
after Mr. Linnemann died. I was always
encouraged to “stop by” where I would
find her in a long black skirt and a black
blouse with a black silk neckerchief and
over it a white lace fichu. She knitted her
own stockings and sometimes wore a
long white apron trimmed with knitted
lace. Her blue granite coffee pot always
sat on the stove for the adults and cookies for the children.
Her cookies were about four inches across and had a
seeded raisin in the middle. She was known as Grandma
Linnemann by the community. She could always be counted
on to contribute time and support to local community
interests from the local church to giving of land for tracks to
run the first electric street car. She’s a member of my family
with lots of stories to tell about how she came all the way
from Germany to settle here and be a part of the local
history. Often she would give me ten cents to go buy candy
from Ben Rollins. He had a hook for one hand and would
always hand the candy bag to me with it. I had to be brave

get the sweets. She also had a Red Riding Hood coat made
for me out of red wool with an attached hood and bright
plaid lining. I loved wearing that coat.

I also remember Grandma McColl and her stories
about growing up with the Linnemanns on their farm.
Grandma Linnemann used to cook for all the farm hands
and when dinner was ready she made a special whistle to
call all the workers to eat. Grandma McColl was busy raising
her own children, namely my mother Nina, on that farm
when the house they built burned down and her husband,
who had tuberculosis, died. Grandma McColl made jellys

and jams to sell and raised chickens so
she could sell their eggs. Once she
passed the exam for the job of
postmaster, she moved to town. The kids
could walk to school, and she could then
provide for her family. When City Hall
decided to build on that spot, the city
moved her near us, on the corner across
the street, right next to the vacant lot
where the library would be. When they
moved her, they also moved all her
shrubs and flowers and a white lilac tree
that was so big they had to split it in two.
Half went with her and the other half
came to our yard. Grandma McColl is
known for starting the first library upstairs
in her home. She then moved it to
Dowsett’s Drug Store before taking it to
the new post office. We were very proud
of her for being the Gresham postmistress
for many years, from 1898 to 1916.

My mother, Nina McColl Belt,
always wanted to have a real library
where we lived so when she heard about
the Carnegie grants, she was off and
running to get one for Gresham. Mrs.
Snyder drove her car with Mrs. Cleveland
and mom and me out to promote the vote
for the library. We went out every day,
from house to house, explaining the
importance of libraries. It won, and we
were able to watch the building going up
right in front of us. It was the first notable
piece of architecture in Gresham. When it

opened, I was excited to check out my first book as I was
reading long before first grade. There was only one catch: I
had to write my name in script instead of printing, and I
hadn’t learned that in school yet. My brother Walter taught
me carefully by sitting at the dining table with me, night
after night. I was so proud to successfully get my library
card with my signature and check out my very first book.
Miss Hale was the first librarian, and she would let me
check out only one book a day. I’m not sure if that was her
rule or my mother’s. How handy it was to live right across
the street, and you can bet that I was a regular customer.

Who is That Girl in the Window?
By Carole Linneman

...To be continued in July’s newsletter.

Above: Four generations of the
Linnemann family. From left,
I o n a M c C o l l , C a t h e r i n e
Linnemann, Nina Belt, and Mary
Belt. Below: A scene from the
1913 construction of the
Gresham Carnegie Library.
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OLD NEWS: BERRY SEASON IN GRESHAM

Berry pickers on their way to the
strawberry field, 1940s

Woman picking strawberries, 1941

Canning at the Gresham Berry Growers Co-Op

Farmers dropping berries off at the Gresham
Berry Growers Co-Op, 1941

Original Gresham Berry Growers cannery,
which burned down in 1915

Did You Know?
Gresham, Oregon used to be known as the “Berry Capitol of the World.”
Aside from strawberries, local farms also grew raspberries, blueberries,
boysenberries, huckleberries, and cherries.



On March 6, 1910, Gresham saw its first and only
horse-airplane collision. E. Henry Wemme, a wealthy
Portland businessman whose name pops up in the historical
record beside nearly every new and eccentric invention, had
imported a Curtiss “flying machine”, and several amateur
aviators were attempting to take it through its paces.
Despite the chill, a curious crowd had formed at Twelve-Mile
Corner, the location of the test drive, and apparently the
Portland police had been called over to keep them under
control. As the plane bumped its
way along the makeshift runway,
one of its wings caught a mounted
cop’s horse, spinning the
contraption into the crowd and
injuring half a dozen onlookers.
The damage to the fragile airplane
was considerably worse.

Nonetheless, by April 12,
Wemme and his aviation
enthusiasts were at it again. A
group of men drove back to
Twelve-Mile Corner to inspect the
repaired Curtiss, and Wemme’s
friend E. B. Ely tried sitting in the
seat. Somehow, without Ely
knowing, the engine started and
the airplane lurched forward,
rising ten feet into the air before
Ely successfully brought it back to
the ground. Perhaps drunk on his
own success, Ely returned the
next day to have another go. The
repaired airplane achieved liftoff
under his inexperienced guidance
but immediately caught an updraft
and hurtled out of control. It hit
the ground at a blistering thirty
miles per hour, plowing a deep
furrow into the field. Somehow Ely
managed to escape injury.

The Curtiss lived on. As
the first airplane in Oregon, it had
briefly borne the seat of Charles
K. Hamilton, the famous,
perpetually drunk daredevil who ruled the American aviation
scene in 1910. More planes, equally rickety, appeared in
the collections of well-to-do Portland auto dealers as every
thrill-seeker with deep enough pockets scrambled to buy or
make their own. For a year, Wemme’s Curtiss continued to
make headlines all over the state, riding Oregon’s first
aviation boom.

Gresham held another conspicuous but unexplored
tie to the early world of aviation: Orville Wright, the famous
aviator, came to visit in 1916 not as a public figure but as

the relative of an unnamed family in town. The duration of
his stay and the identities of the people he visited remain
unknown.

Gresham’s next flirtation with the world of flight
came in the 1920s. Gardner’s airport, located at Division
and 181st, lasted until 1954 under various owners and
names. Its history is murky until 1935 when Henry Troh, a
well-known local figure, purchased and enlarged it. With the
Troutdale Airport already well-established three miles to the
north, Troh’s airport served a very specific purpose as the
home of his own air taxi service. Troh ferried his clientele all
over the state in a CK Bird airplane painted with the motto

“Time Flies, Why Don’t You?”
World War II put a swift end to the
air taxi service, but Troh stayed in
business by operating a Civil Air
Patrol from his airport.

The war’s end careened
Troh and the entire aviation
industry back into prosperity. By
1946, it was clear that his
business would need a bigger
space, so he looked west towards
the expansive farmland between
Gresham and Portland. Troh’s
Skyport, located just north of
Powell at about 136th, had two
crisscrossing runways and a large
main hangar with offices and
commercial spaces in modish,
rounded rooms at every corner.
Above the waiting room, the Sky
Room Café entertained passengers
on weekends. The Skyport’s
opening drew a crowd of 7,000,
and local news called it the largest
privately built airport in Oregon.
Over its 13-year existence, Troh’s
new airpor t remained an
outstanding success. Gresham
business owners ran air delivery
services from the Skyport; Henry
Troh offered flight lessons and set
himself up as a private aircraft
dealer; and aviation clubs such as
the all-ladies’ “Sky Queens” used
the hangar as their meeting place.

Eventually, consolidation of airports and
urbanization of farmland squeezed Henry Troh out of
business. He moved his operation one last time, opening
Troh’s Nest, a one-runway airport on Scouter’s Mountain in
Happy Valley. Since then, Gresham’s airborne history has
faded into obscurity along with most of its notable figures.

Above: E. B. Ely aloft in the Curtiss biplane
moments before the crash at Twelve-Mile Corner in
April 1910. Below: Aerial photo of Troh’s Skyport
taken from the north, c. 1946. The hill in the
background is Powell Butte with Andregg’s dairy
farm covering most of it.

6 Gresham Historical Society
April 2017 Newsletter

A Glimpse Into Gresham Aviation
By Silvie Andrews

Sources
Oregon Historic Newspapers, University of Oregon Libraries.
“Abandoned and Little-Known Airfields: Northwestern Oregon”,

http://www.airfields-freeman.com/.
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THE GRESHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY ONLINE
The Gresham Historical Society can be found on

Twitter and Instagram! Follow us for a look at the

inner workings of the museum, from the

perspective of our dedicated volunteers!

www.instagram.com/greshamhistoricalsociety

twitter.com/greshamhistory

FROZEN IN TIME
Historic Photos in the GHS Collection

At our next free lecture on April 15th at 2:00 p.m., collections manager
Silvie Andrews will talk about some of the most interesting photos in the
Gresham Historical Society's collection.

Photography has held a special and evolving place in society ever
since its invention. From a medium of portraiture available only for special
occasions to a ubiquitous method of documenting daily life, photography
became instrumental in how people chose to present themselves and the
world around them. Today, we can unpack layers of meaning from a
single photograph, making photos some of the most valuable documents
available to historians.

This lecture will cover a cross-section of photos in our collection,
starting in the 1860s and finishing in the present-day. You'll learn how we
date photos using context clues; discover additional details about photos
with no provenance; and decide which photos contribute to our mission to
collect, preserve, and interpret the history of Gresham and the
surrounding communities. We will also discuss the Society's long-term
goals for our photo collection.

WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS!
As a small nonprofit, the Gresham Historical Society relies on dedicated volunteers for most of
our daily operations. Are you interested in joining their ranks? If so, we can’t wait to meet you!
Here are a few ways that you can help out:

Docents greet visitors during our open hours and sometimes work on small tasks out in the main room. These
volunteers should familiarize themselves with the current exhibits and some basic facts about the museum and
Gresham history, but no special qualifications are necessary. We encourage anyone with a positive attitude and
enthusiasm for history to apply, especially now that we are increasing our weekend hours. Four or six hours per
month can make a huge difference!

Research Room volunteers work mainly with the museum collections. Currently, we have several major projects
underway, and you can hop onto whichever one sounds the most interesting to you. We need volunteers to help
catalog photos, documents and other artifacts; photograph or scan collection items that have already been
catalogued; and correct old database entries. Research room volunteers should know their way around a
computer and have a good eye for detail.

While these are the two main positions for which we actively need new volunteers, we are always looking for more
tour guides and newsletter contributors.

If you are interested in helping out, please call us at (503)661-0347 or email us at greshamhistorical@gmail.com.
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Thank You, Donors!
Friends of the

Museum
Ed & Claudia Brooks

Utahna Kerr
Regional Arts & Culture

Council

Bronze
Pat Durward

Rosemary Guttridge

Marilyn R. Laws

Mr. and Mrs. Mardy L.
and Hank Stevens

Edith H. Flesher

Lorraine Griffey

April Avery

Jo Ann Reese

Silver
Marie Squires
Juanita Syron

Platinum
Robin McGregor

Diamond
Pat Stone

Jack Malcolm

We would also like to extend our sincerest gratitude to our anonymous donors who contribute by way of

the donation box in the museum. Every penny helps!

Please Thank
Our Exhibit
Sponsors!

Gresham Rotary sponsored the Blue Lake
Park display in our Recreation exhibit

Robin McGregor sponsored our new
World War II display

Cascade Athletic Clubs sponsored the Athletics
display in our Recreation exhibit

Donor Levels
Friends of the Museum $20-$99

Bronze $100-$249

Silver $250-$499

Gold $500-$999

Platinum $1000-$4999

Diamond $5000+
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Advertise With Us!
Email membership.ghs@gmail.com or call (503)661-0347 for more information.
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TOUR SEASON IS BACK!
Pioneer Cemetery Tour

Located on Walters Road just south of Powell,
Gresham's three pioneer cemeteries are often
mistaken for
one. Learn the
d i f f e r e n c e
between the
G r e s h a m
Pioneer, White
B i r c h , an d
E s c o b a r
Cemeteries and
meet the who's-
who of early
G r e s h a m .

We will meet in Main City Park at the entrance to the
Springwater Trail.

Historic Downtown Tour
Make a circuit of Historic Downtown Gresham with a
knowledgeable tour guide who will teach you about

people, places,
and events from
G r e s h a m ' s
storied past.
History is often
where you least
e x p e c t i t !

This tour takes
place mostly on
level pavement
with a brief trip
th rough the

cemetery. We will meet inside the Gresham History
Museum. The tour normally lasts about an hour.

Please RSVP on our website at greshamhistoricalsociety.org/upcoming-events/tours.

See page 2 of this newsletter for a list of tour dates through July.


