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Mission Statement:
The Gresham Historical Society

is dedicated to providing a
center for the collection,

preservation, exhibition, and
publication of material of

historical and cultural
character; to acquiring

documents, manuscripts,
publications, artifacts and

images; and to
promoting knowledge and
appreciation of Gresham's

history to the public through
educational programs and

exhibits.

Museum Hours:
Wednesday, Thursday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday

2 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sunday

12 p.m. - 4 p.m.

410 N Main Avenue
P.O. Box 65

Gresham, OR 97030

503-661-0347

greshamhistorical@gmail.com

Like us on Facebook for
history tidbits and to keep up
with the latest happenings at

the museum!

Search:

Gresham Historical Society

Gresham Historical Society
Founded 1976

The Gresham Historical Society has had a busy summer so far, and we look forward to
several events coming this fall and winter.

Many of you have already
heard that the Gresham Historical
Society purchased the Zion Church
located next door to the museum.
The idea of a “historic campus” in
the heart of downtown Gresham has
been a dream of the Historical
Society ever since we took over
Gresham’s Carnegie Library. In
addition, we felt that our purchase of
the building would protect it from the
fast-paced development occurring
throughout East Multnomah County.
Although not all buildings can be
saved from the march of time, we
saw this as an excellent opportunity
to rescue a bit of the past for
Gresham’s future. This adventure
has only just begun, so stay tuned for more developments.

In conjunction with our purchase of the church, we held a campus clean-up on
the museum and church grounds. This was done in partnership with the Rotary Club of
Gresham and Tsuru Island Japanese Gardens. An army of volunteers turned out for the
event and accomplished a tremendous amount of long-term landscaping that will
benefit the historical campus for years to come. We would like to thank all of those
volunteers who worked so hard and got so much done in one day. Board members
Judy Han, Carol Nielsen, and Leslie Radke organized all of the refreshments on that
warm summer day. Particular thanks go to two individuals without whom this project
would never have begun: to John Clark, for planning this project and contributing so
much time and energy; and to Jim Card for his hard work and donation of materials.

Earlier this summer, we also took part in a summit hosted by the City of
Gresham, “How do you Save Memories? A Historic Preservation Conversation”. It was
great to see many other east Multnomah County museum friends and to take part in a
conversation with preservation experts from all over the state.

So far we have welcomed a record number of visitors for our summer months,
and we hope to see many more of you as the holiday season approaches. Stop in
during the fall for our new “Fall in Gresham” and “Japanese American History in
Gresham” exhibits. The “Japanese American History in Gresham” exhibit will only last
until Christmas, so stop in and see it while you can.

The Historical Society is looking forward to two more events before the close of
the year, our second annual Texas Hold ‘Em Fundraiser in November and Christmas at
the Museum and Photos with Santa beginning the weekend after Thanksgiving. We’ll
get back to you with specific dates and details soon.

As always, thank you for your invaluable support.

David Baumann, President

The Zion Church, a 1931 Gothic Revival structure
located on 5th and Main in Downtown Gresham.
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Upcoming Events
October 7th Pioneer Cemetery Tour,* 11:00 a.m.

October 15 Pioneer Cemetery Tour,* 1:30 p.m.

October 28 Pioneer Cemetery Tour,* 11:00 a.m.

October 29 Pioneer Cemetery Tour,* 1:30 p.m.

October 31 Historic Downtown Safe Trick-or-Treat*
Pioneer Cemetery Tour,* 5:30

November 3rd Annual Texas Hold ‘Em Fundraiser
(we will announce the date in our next newsletter)

We’ll have a booth at the Gresham Farmers’ Market on the
following days: 8/26, 9/9, 9/23, 10/7, 10/21. Look for

more dates in the next newsletter.

See the back page for more details on guided tours of the
Pioneer Cemeteries and on the Historic Downtown Safe Trick-

or-Treat.

AT THE MUSEUM
Not Goodbye, but

See You Later
Hello, this is your editor speaking. As
some of you may know, I left my job
as collections manager here several
months ago to take a job at the
Oregon Historical Society. My two
years working here have been an
incredible journey, and I feel so lucky
to have had the opportunity to make
a difference in my community. As
collections manager, I worked with
historic artifacts, designed and
assembled exhibits, met visitors from
all over the world, and built
friendships with some extraordinary
volunteers. And, of course, I edited
the newsletter. I’m happy to say that
I will continue to edit the newsletter
on a volunteer basis. You can also
find me leading the Historic
Downtown Tour during the warm
months and helping out with assorted
tasks on the weekends. I hope to see
you soon!

Silvie Andrews

Current exhibits at the Gresham History Museum

Gresham’s Timeline provides a historical overview of

Gresham by decade.

Recreation and Leisure Through History explores some
of the many ways that Gresham residents of the past

spent their leisure time.

Fall in Gresham showcases fall recreation and sports

as a supplement to our Recreation and Leisure exhibit.

What Am I? Some of the most unusual items in the

collection are on display. Can you guess what they are?

Japanese American History in Gresham follows
Gresham’s Nikkei (people of Japanese ancestry)
population, from the pioneer days to the present. Find
out about Japanese farmers, the legacy of Japanese
Internment in World War II, Gresham’s sister city
Ebetsu, and the beautiful Tsuru Island in Main City

Park.

Museum Hours
MONDAY: Closed

TUESDAY: Closed

WEDNESDAY: 10 a.m.—4 p.m.

THURSDAY: 10 a.m.—4 p.m.

FRIDAY: 2 p.m.—8 p.m.

SATURDAY: 10 a.m.—4 p.m.

SUNDAY: 12 p.m.—4 p.m.



In 1994, the Gresham History Museum opened for regular hours for the
first time. Ever since the Gresham Historical Society took possession of
the Carnegie Library on 4th and Main, we’ve been gazing out our north
windows towards the iconic tower of the Zion Evangelical Church next

door. Pat Stone, longtime director of
the museum, dreamed of a “historic
campus”, a spot for visitors to relax
and contemplate the history of our
community. This year, we made that
dream a reality with our purchase of
the Zion Church building.

T h e G e r m a n E v a n g e l i c a l
congregation was founded in 1906 by
immigrants from Germany. Banned
from giving services in their native
language, the congregation forged
ahead through the early 20th century.
In 1928, they raised enough funds to
begin construction on a new church
building at the corner of 5th and Main.
After they had finished the basement,
however, the funds ran out, and the
plans for a crenellated bell tower and
vaulted nave went on hold until 1931.
The finished structure was a modest
homage to the towering Gothic
structures of Europe.

When the Zion Church building went on the market, the Gresham Historical Society leadership saw an
unprecedented opportunity to save an important historic building. We are honored to offer this Historic Downtown
fixture to future generations so that they may enjoy and learn from it as we have. In addition, we will collect rent
from the current tenant, Spinella’s Off the Wall, to fund our operations.

Following our purchase of the former church, Gresham Rotary cooperated with Tsuru Island to redesign and
revitalize the landscaping around our two buildings. Tsuru Island donated plants and tools, and Gresham Rotary
will pay for our landscape maintenance for the next
year. Volunteers from both groups and from the
Historical Society met on August 5th to kick-start this
exciting project. Together, they replanted the beds;
removed unwanted plants, planted a garden of new
trees and shrubs, added drip irrigation, and contributed
to the general sprucing-up of our block.

With funds tight from the purchase of the church
building, we now rely on donations and volunteers more
than ever. We are extremely grateful for the support of
the Rotary Club of Gresham and Tsuru Island.

Soon, our campus will gain a third historic building.
The Shattuck House, currently located across Main
Avenue, will move to the lot between the church and the
museum. We will keep you posted with updates. Look
for a few words on the building’s history in our next
newsletter this November.
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A DREAM IS REALIZED

Left: the Zion Church building on 5th and Main, currently being leased by Spinella’s
Off the Wall. Right: former Gresham Historical Society director Pat Stone. Pat’s
generous bequest allowed us to complete extensive renovations in 2012.

CAMPUS CLEAN-UP

Above: Volunteers at the August 5th Campus Clean-Up.
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This story is a fictional take on the Jazzy Bagels mural depicting a
woman inside Gresham Rexall Drug in 1910. The mural is not
based on a real person; artist Don Gray intended for viewers to
interpret it. Carole Linnemann saw the mural and thought of
Mary Belt Dimick, a real person who grew up in Gresham in the
early 1900s.

When the electric street cars came in 1902 this town had
about 150 people, but it was really growing. The trains brought the
world to Gresham as the lands of fertile raspberries, rutabagas
and Queen Anne cherries called to farmers,
business men, and families to come and enjoy
its riches. The produce and the milk and the
lumber that was sent out from here and the
rides into Portland and back were all part of
our daily living. I remember trips to Estacada
by myself to visit family and friends. It was a
great day to be dressed up and trusted to
make the trip by myself. It was also a great
time for people in other towns to come and
get off at Linnemann Junction and picnic at
Cedarville Park and enjoy an ice cream treat
on Sundays.

As I remember, first grade was very
boring since I already knew how to read. Miss
Parmalee was my teacher, but I was out often
due to rheumatic fever and then later
inflammatory rheumatism. She had me do a
lot of “recitation”, like poems and stories.
When I was in second grade, Miss Hope
Anderson was my teacher, and she was
cheery and made learning fun. I was in a first/
second grade combination class and I didn’t
know that so I would always recite and reply
for both classes. We all lined up in front of the
school for our pictures each year and you can
see me in 1910 in the center of the first row
in 2nd grade.

As I remember, where we lived across
from the library was actually two lots with rose
covered fences and the large white lilac tree
from Grandma McColl. We had a yellow plum
tree and a strawberry patch and a vegetable
garden. The chicken yard had its own little
house, and there was a red barn for the horse
and buggy. The barn roof sloped down, and
my brothers would always slide down that
slope, but I never got the courage to join
them. Outdoors we played tag, crack the whip,
hide-and-seek, ante over, and ball games. Inside we played Old
Maid, Five Hundred, Snap, and board games like chess and
cribbage. We had a crokinole board that had a cue and balls with
a checker board on the other side.

I often played paper dolls from figures cut from
magazines, and I learned to sew. We had a treadle sewing
machine, and I had to stand on one foot to make it work because I
was too short to sit down and sew. My favorite game was the
“Mrs. California” game. My mother would always be so busy taking

care of others that she often did not have time for me. I would go
outside and ring the bell, and she would ask, “Who is there?” I
would enter saying “Mrs. California”, at which time she would
welcome me like a guest and serve me tea. When we got our first
telephone, she would hold me up while I spoke into it to my daddy.
The first time I said, ”Hello Daddy, how did you get in this little
box?”

Our cupboards were always filled with all kinds of fruit
and jars of vegetables given to Dad instead of a payment. Often
times there was no payment. My favorite breakfast was a wheat
cereal cooked all night in a fireless cooker. Mom baked her own
bread and had marmalade throughout the winter. Anyone home
when the bread came out of the oven got to have the first slices,
yummy.

No hospital or nursing home was in Gresham, and many
mornings I was told to “Be quiet”. Women in labor would arrive at

the house. Many had been rejected by their
families. Dad would never turn anyone away.
Often he would find places for them to work
and keep their babies, and some babies he
would take to the orphanage in Portland when
the mothers decided to give them up.

As I remember our family went to the
the Multnomah County Fair every year since it
was close to our backyard. I really liked the
horse-drawn cart races and the jolly, colorful
costumes. One year I watched the cereal
“shredded wheat” being made. It was spun
into long shreds and then formed into little
pillows. One moving picture show in town reg-
ularly offered cartoons of “Mutt and Jeff” and
“Perils of Pauline.” That would be our
Saturday entertainment.

Our best entertainment was having
the whole family read daily. We explored the
Saturday Evening Post, Harpers, Youth
Companion, American Boy, and Chatterbox.
Mom read The Swiss Family Robinson to us at
night.

Gresham holds many of my early
memories. It has given me the education and
the nurturing environment to reach out for my
next opportunity as I continue to learn and
one day give back to this or another
community. Hopefully, I’ll make a path that
others can follow. I’m looking out this window
and dreaming of the new things I will learn
and the memories I will collect as I head off
for Corvallis and start my studies at Oregon
Agricultural College. Thank you for letting me
share what I remember. I could be your
mother, sister, grandmother, aunt,
sweetheart, cousin, or neighbor. Whoever you
want me to be. I’ll be right here, and you can
come talk to me anytime. Please come visit

whenever you can. I might have more memories to share.
My name is Nina Mary Kathryn Belt but, you can call me

“Mary”. You can find my picture as a young child in the book,
Gresham: Stories of our Past, Book One: Campground to City, at
the Gresham Historical Museum, page 58. I am there with Great
Grandma Elizabeth Linnemann, Grandma Iona McColl and my
mother, Nina Belt.

Now that you’ve heard my story, you can say, “I know who
that girl in the window is, let me tell you her story.”

Who is That Girl in the Window?
By Carole Linneman

(Continued from the April Newsletter)

Above: The “picnic train” carrying
weekend passengers from
Portland to Estacada, c.1905.
Below: Dr. Walter Belt, father of
Mary Belt. Like many early
doctors, Dr. Belt often accepted
food in place of payment.
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OLD NEWS: THE MULTNOMAH COUNTY FAIR

A band performs at the outdoor stage
near the stadium, c. 1950

Outlook ad for the 35th annual fair, 1941

Floral Exhibit Hall, 1946

The Multnomah County Fair gates, 1930

Automobiles gathered at the Multnomah

Did You Know?
The first year of the Multnomah County Fair was 1907, when it was held on the site of present-day Main City Park.
At the time, the event was called the Gresham Grange Fair. So many people attended that in 1908, the Gresham
City Council voted to supply a larger plot of land for the fair—a piece of property to the west of Main Street that
became the fair’s permanent site until it left Gresham in 1970.
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THE JAPANESE-AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN GRESHAM
A companion to our most recent exhibit, Japanese American History in Gresham

Issei in the Pioneer Era
The arrival of Issei (first generation Japanese immigrants) in Gresham began in
1878 with Miyo Iwakoshi (left). She lived east of Gresham with her Scotch
husband, Andrew MacKinnon, and their adopted daughter, Tama Nitobe. By
1910, Japanese-Americans comprised the largest ethnic minority in East
Multnomah County. During the early 1900s, these early immigrants found
their footing in a society that created laws to limit their financial and social
standing. You can read more about Miyo Iwakoshi in the January newsletter.

Japanese Farmers
Prevented by law from owning land, many of the Gresham Issei became tenant
farmers. Their children, the Nisei, were able to buy property and start their own
farms. Many of them became respected berry farmers of the Gresham area.
Taking advantage of the rich soil and temperate climate, they also grew
potatoes, Brussels sprouts, corn, tomatoes, squash, and orchard fruits. In this
photo, one of the Tanaka brothers drives a tractor in a cabbage or broccoli field.
The Tanaka family lived and farmed in Gresham from 1900 through 1942.

The Era of Internment
The forced relocation of Gresham’s Japanese population came on May 12,
1942. The move (shown at left) first took them to temporary improvised
housing at the Portland Livestock Expo Center, then to the Minidoka Relocation
Center in Hunt, Idaho. White farmers took over custody of Japanese-owned
farms and often refused to give them back after the war. In the face of
unfounded hostility and the unchecked theft of their property, many Japanese-
American former residents of Gresham did not return after the war.

Gresham and Ebetsu: Sister Cities
The city of Ebetsu, in Sapporo, Japan, became Gresham’s sister city in 1977.
Forty years later, the bond is as strong as ever. The association expanded to
include Sokcho, South Korea, in 1985, and Owerri, Nigeria, in 1991; they split
apart into separate organizations in 2014. Today, Gresham-Ebetsu Sister City
Association emphasizes education and cultural enrichment with a student
exchange program and with the Skosh Festival, an annual cultural event in
Main City Park.

Tsuru Island, Gresham’s Japanese Garden
A city bond measure that passed in 1968 paid for a new city park to replace the
swampy floodplain at the southeast corner of Main and Powell. In 1972, the
Japanese-American Citizens’ League of Gresham began work on a Japanese
garden that would cover a man-made island at the southern end of the park.
JACL dedicated the park to Gresham in 1975. A major revitalization project in
2014 returned the overgrown garden to a state of placid beauty. At right is Kaz
Tamura, who generously contributed both time and resources to the project.
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THE GRESHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY ONLINE
The Gresham Historical Society can be found on

Twitter and Instagram! Follow us for a look at the

inner workings of the museum, from the

perspective of our dedicated volunteers!

www.instagram.com/greshamhistoricalsociety

twitter.com/greshamhistory

WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS!
As a small nonprofit, the Gresham Historical Society relies on dedicated volunteers for most of our daily operations.
Are you interested in joining their ranks? If so, we can’t wait to meet you! Here are a few ways that you can help out:

Docents greet visitors during our open hours and sometimes work on small tasks out in the main room. These
volunteers should familiarize themselves with the current exhibits and some basic facts about the museum and
Gresham history, but no special qualifications are necessary. We encourage anyone with a positive attitude and
enthusiasm for history to apply, especially now that we are increasing our weekend hours. Four or six hours per
month can make a huge difference!

Research Room volunteers work mainly with the museum collections. Currently, we have several major projects
underway, and you can hop onto whichever one sounds the most interesting to you. We need volunteers to help
catalog photos, documents and other artifacts; photograph or scan collection items that have already been
catalogued; and correct old database entries. Research room volunteers should know their way around a computer
and have a good eye for detail.

While these are the two main positions for which we actively need new volunteers, we are always looking for more tour
guides and newsletter contributors.

If you are interested in helping out, please call us at (503)661-0347 or email us at greshamhistorical@gmail.com.

MYSTERY SOLVED!
On March 12, 1991, the Gresham Historical Society received an unusual donation: the headstone of a young Emma
Zimmerman, who died in 1893 at the age of seven, complete with the girl’s photograph embedded above her name.
Landscaper Steve Arnell found the stone leaning against a relatively modern
outbuilding as he was clearing blackberry vines on a Bluff Road property, south
of Pleasant Home. The property owner had no knowledge of its origins and no
interest in keeping it, so Arnell came to the Historical Society with his find.

For years, Historical Society volunteers searched local records and asked
around, even going so far as to make appeals in the Gresham Outlook to any
locals who might have information on Emma Zimmerman. Zimmerman, after
all, is a local name; Emma could have belonged to one of at least two prominent
local families. Her identity and final resting place, however, remained a
mystery.

Earlier this spring, on a tour of our offsite storage facility, board member
Eellitta Stone asked about the headstone. When she learned the story, she sat
down at her computer and solved the 26-year-old mystery in an evening. Emma
Zimmerman, it turns out, lived and died in Nehalem, where she is buried with
her parents. We are now in contact with the City of Nehalem to return the
headstone to its rightful spot in the Nehalem American Legion Cemetery, from
where it must have been stolen many years ago. The mystery of how it came to
be in Gresham still has us scratching our heads.

Thank you, Eellitta, for your efforts and expertise! Because of you, we can
now ensure that the headstone makes it safely back home.

Museum Director Pat Stone poses
with the headstone in 1994.
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Thank You, Donors!
Friends of the

Museum
Ed & Claudia Brooks

Utahna Kerr
Regional Arts & Culture

Council

Bronze
Pat Durward

Rosemary Guttridge

Marilyn R. Laws

Mr. and Mrs. Mardy L.
and Hank Stevens

Edith H. Flesher

Lorraine Griffey

April Avery

Jo Ann Reese

Silver
Marie Squires
Juanita Syron

Platinum
Robin McGregor

Diamond
Pat Stone

Jack Malcolm

We would also like to extend our sincerest gratitude to our anonymous donors who contribute by way of

the donation box in the museum. Every penny helps!

Please Thank Our Exhibit Sponsors!

Bucket List Travel Tours spon-
sored the Gresham-Ebetsu Sis-
ter City display in our Japanese
Americans in Gresham exhibit.

Donor Levels
Friends of the Museum $20-$99

Bronze $100-$249

Silver $250-$499

Gold $500-$999

Platinum $1000-$4999

Diamond $5000+

US-J Connect sponsored the
Miyo Iwakoshi display in our

Japanese Americans in
Gresham exhibit.

We continue to thank

Robin McGregor,

Cascade Athletic Club,

and Rotary Club of

Gresham for

sponsoring displays

earlier in the year. We

deeply appreciate your

contribution.
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Advertise With Us!
Email membership.ghs@gmail.com or call (503)661-0347 for more information.



Gresham Historical Society
PO Box 65
Gresham, OR 97030

CHANGE SERVICE

REQUESTED

September 2017 Newsletter

Executive Board:
David Baumann—President

Carol Nielsen—Vice President

Rose Marie Noojin—Secretary

Board of Directors:
Utahna Kerr Judy Han

Eellitta Stone Dick Dowsett

Leslie Radke John Clark

Martin Stone Kevin Conord

Carla Piluso

www.greshamhistoricalsociety.org E-mail: greshamhistorical@gmail.com

Pioneer Cemetery Tour
Located on Walters Road just south of Powell, Gresham's
three pioneer cemeteries are often mistaken for one.
Learn the difference between the Gresham Pioneer, White
Birch, and Escobar Cemeteries and meet the who’s who of
early Gresham. We will continue to offer this tour through
the month of October, culminating in a special Halloween
Tour at 5:30 on October the 31st.

Cemetery tours meet in Main City Park at the entrance to
the Springwater Trail.

Please RSVP on our website at greshamhistoricalsociety.org/upcoming-events/tours.

See page 2 of this newsletter for a list of tour dates in October.


