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Mission Statement:
To provide and maintain the

Historic Carnegie Library
building for research,

collection, preservation,
protection, and public

display of artifacts, pictures,
and documents relevant to
the history of the area. To

provide educational
programs that foster an

understanding of Gresham
area pioneers, families, and

events.

Museum Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Saturday
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

410 N Main Avenue
P.O. Box 65

Gresham, OR 97030
503-661-0347

greshamhistorical
@gmail.com

Like us on Facebook to
receive up-to-date

information on events and
programs at the museum!

Search:

Gresham Historical Society &
Gresham History Museum

Gresham Historical Society
Founded 1976

The Gresham Historical Society is going paperless!
If you would like to receive your newsletter digitally, please email us at

greshamhistorical@gmail.com or fill out and mail the insert that came in your
newsletter. Digital newsletters will help your historical society save money on

paper, ink, and postage. They will also help the environment by reducing waste.

This service is optional. If we don’t hear from you, we will continue to send you

paper newsletters as usual.

2015 was a prosperous year at the Gresham Historical Society. We
welcomed 2,948 visitors from all over the world, and we gained several new
volunteers. As always, our volunteers are the backbone of the Historical Society,
and we can attribute most of our success to their tireless efforts.

The year ended with four successful weekends of Christmas at the
Museum and Photos with Santa. Over 700 people turned out to see our
Christmas decorations and buy Santa photos.

2016 is looking to be a year of change here at the museum. In December,
our president, Dorothy Douglas, resigned. Dorothy has served as president since
January of 2009. During her seven years’ tenure, she presided over an era of
change for the museum, chiefly the 2012 renovations that restored our beautiful
building to its original appearance. Her leadership has been invaluable to the
museum’s success.

With Dorothy’s departure, we welcomed David Baumann as interim
president and Carol Nielsen as interim vice president. David and Carol will helm
the board through a series of much-anticipated changes aimed towards boosting
membership and productivity.

If you have visited our website recently, you probably noticed that it looks
very different from before. Our new website is more user-friendly and supports an
online gift shop, which we will continue to update in the coming months. We are
very excited about the new website, and we hope you’ll take some time to explore
it. As ever, the address is www.greshamhistoricalsociety.org.

As of February 16th, the museum is open after our seasonal closure. We
hope you’ll stop by to see our new exhibits! The Mt. Hood Festival of Jazz is our
featured exhibit. It celebrates a much-beloved Gresham tradition of the past. We
have also expanded our popular What Am I? and Gresham’s Timeline exhibits. In
the coming months, look for a new exhibit commemorating Mt. Hood Community
College’s 50th anniversary.

Tours of Historic Downtown Gresham and the Gresham Pioneer Cemetery
will begin again in May. Check our website and Facebook for updates.

As always, thank you for your continued support. Without you, none of this
would be possible.

-GHS Staff
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At the

MUSEUM
Current exhibits at the Gresham

History Museum

Gresham’s Timeline provides a historical overview of

Gresham by decade.

The Mt. Hood Festival of Jazz

covers one of Gresham’s

richest traditions, beginning

with its birth in 1982. This

exhibit features the famous

Jazz Festival posters, a

collage of the legendary

artists who performed at the

festival, and much more!

What Am I? is back and has been expanded due to

its popularity last year. Some of the most unusual

items in the collection are on display. Can you

guess what they are?

Gresham’s Military Tribute honors Gresham’s

veterans from all branches of the military.

Local Art features talent from throughout Gresham’s

history.



Moving?
If you have plans to change addresses
in the near future, don’t forget to drop
us a line to inform us of the change so

you don’t miss a newsletter!
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Many of our ancestors’ names changed
when they came to America.

Scribes on the ships wrote down the names
as they heard them: Theiss became Dice, Weiss
changed to Wise and Weidmann to Whiteman.
Sometimes “F” and “V” were heard differently. “W”
and “V” mixed up, and “G” and “K”
were confused. Names spelled with
“Sch” could turn into “Sh”, and letter
changes were common depending on
the listener.

Sometimes a listmaker asked
the meaning of the name and wrote it
down; Becker became Baker, Koch
became Cook, Schneider became
Taylor, Soldat became Soldier and
Zimmerman turned into Carpenter.
Names were often confused due to
various dialects.

At Ellis Island, immigrants were
interviewed by people who spoke their native
language, but at its predecessor, Castle Garden,
this was not always the case. Confusion often
ensued, as in the case of two brothers whose last
name, Zwetschen, meant “plum.” Written down by
the two different officials, one brother ended up
with the last name “Tsvetshen” and the other
became “Plum.”

Many immigrants Americanized their names
by changing letters or switching their first and
middle names. Some took on the names of the
cities they came from like Berlin and Danzig. Many
Germans were embarrassed by the wars, and
chose to Americanize their names. Sometimes the

spelling was altered to get the correct
pronunciation, as in Erhardt to
Earhardt and Igelhardt to Eagleheart.
Changing names for professional
reasons was common: dancer
Frederich Austerliz became Fred
Astaire, and Doris Kappelhof became
Doris Day.

There are many reasons your
name has special meanings. Many
immigrants created a rich history after
coming to America and spreading their
names far and wide, bringing many
stories that were handed down as

family legend. And maybe only your parents know
what your name means to them. Sometimes you
just make an educated guess. Ask your relatives to
tell you stories and look back at your ancestors’
names for a pattern with its own story.

Every name is unique and tells its own
story. What is yours? To find out more, check the
resources listed.

So What’s in a Name?
By Carole Linneman

(Linnemann, Lindermann, Lindeman, Lineman, Lidner, Linde, Linn)

Part III of III: Name Variations

German-American Names by George F. Jones
German-English Genealogy Dictionary by Ernest Thode

The Family Tree German Genealogy Guide by James. M. Beidler
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Celebrating the Mt. Hood Festival of Jazz
Most of these pictures and articles were published in the Gresham Outlook during
and around the Mt. Hood Jazz Festival. Stop by the museum to see the full exhibit!

Ella Fitzgerald and Grover Washington, Jr. in 1988

Hal Malcolm and Larry McVey, pioneers of both the Jazz
Festival and the Mt. Hood Community College performing arts.

The Pointer Sisters at their 1989 Jazz Festival performance.

The MHCC Stadium, packed for the festival



Membership Dues
Starting this year, we are implementing a universal January anniversary date. This will help us
process membership dues in a more effective, organized manner and plan our budget for the coming
year. If you have paid your membership dues in the last six months, your membership has been
renewed until January 2017.

Our membership rates have stayed the same for several years as our operation costs have steadily
risen, and now we hope to offset the difference with a slight increase in rates. We thank you for your
understanding. Please see the back of this newsletter for revised rates.

Thank you for your support!

Help Support the Gresham History Museum!

Finished in 1913, our building served
Gresham as the public library for generations.
Under our care, this historic landmark retains its
original architectural splendor. The Gresham
Historical Society relies on member and visitor
donations and contributions to keep the
museum running. Donations allow us to hold
educational programs at the museum, collect
and preserve Gresham’s history, and provide the
community with historical resources. It’s through
these contributions that we can keep our
building looking as stately and proud as ever,
ready to serve the community for generations to
come.

We appreciate every contribution,
no matter the size. If you would like to support
the Gresham Historical Society by making a
donation today, please fill out the donation
portion on the back page of this newsletter and
mail it with your donation to:

P.O. Box 65
Gresham, Oregon 97030

Help keep the Gresham Historical Society strong!
Please make checks payable to Gresham

Historical Society. Thank you for your support!
-David Baumann, Interim President
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Become a Volunteer!
This summer has been a busy one for our

volunteers. Led by Utahna Kerr, our volunteer
coordinator, they have inducted a plethora of
items into our collection, including historic
newspapers, vintage clothing, property records
from the pioneer era, and a heroic number of
pinbacks. They have greeted visitors from such
exotic locations as South Carolina, Nevada,
Texas, Michigan, Virginia, Canada, Italy, Israel,
and Troutdale, and they have spent hours
photographing our extensive collection of
historic items.

If any of these tasks sound interesting to
you, we encourage you to fill out a volunteer
application, either online or here at the
museum. Any level of experience is welcomed,
as long as it is accompanied by an enthusiasm
for local history and dedication to historic
preservation. Volunteering is an excellent way
to serve the community, make new friends, and
learn about your town.

Please call us at 503-661-0347 or visit
the museum for more information. We look
forward to meeting you!
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Your Business Card Here!

$100.00

Call Rose Marie Noojin

503-661-0347
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Gresham Historical Society
PO Box 65
Gresham, OR 97030

CHANGE SERVICE

REQUESTED

October 2015 Newsletter

Executive Board:
David Baumann - Interim President

Carol Nielsen—Interim Vice President

Rose Marie Noojin- Secretary

Don Hendrix- Treasurer

Board of Directors:
Utahna Kerr Judy Han

Eellitta Stone Dick Dowsett

Leslie Radke Robin McGregor

Martin Stone

www.greshamhistoricalsociety.org/ E-mail: greshamhistorical@gmail.com

NAME________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________

PHONE________________________ E-MAIL________________________________________________

MEMBERSHIP*

Student $10_________ Single $30_________

Senior (60+) $20_________ Family $50_________

Senior couple $35________

Organization (No ad in newsletter)$50_______

Organization with Ad (business card size) in our newsletter $150_______

DONATIONS

Friends of the Museum $1 - $99________ Gold $500 - $999________

Bronze $100 - $249 ________ Platinum $1,000 - $4,999________

Silver $250 - $499________ Diamond $5,000+_________

*Membership is good for one year. Make checks payable to Gresham Historical Society.

P.O. Box 65 Gresham, OR 97030

Interested in Volunteering? Call 503-661-0347 to learn more about volunteer opportunities, or visit our website.


