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Mission Statement:
The Gresham Historical

Society is dedicated to provide
a center for the collection,

preservation, exhibition, and
publication of material of

historical and cultural
character; to acquire

documents, manuscripts,
publications, artifacts and

images; and to
promote knowledge and

appreciation of Gresham's
history to the public through
educational programs and

exhibits.

Museum Hours:
Tuesday, Thursday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday

2 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

410 N Main Avenue
P.O. Box 65

Gresham, OR 97030

503-661-0347

greshamhistorical@gmail.com

Like us on Facebook to
receive up-to-date

information on events and
programs at the museum!

Search:

Gresham Historical Society

Gresham Historical Society
Founded 1976

This summer, progress marches on at the Gresham Historical Society.
In April, we lost longtime member Suzanne Shepperd. In lieu of flowers,

Suzanne’s family asked that memorial donations be made to the Gresham Historical
Society in her name. Now, thanks to the generosity of Suzanne and her friends and
family, we have been able to buy a new computer for the museum and an iPad to
handle gift shop purchases, membership payments, and social media accounts.
Because of this, Suzanne’s memory will live on here at the museum as well as in the
lives of all the people she touched.

GHS volunteer Skip Larson found us some great deals on our new computer
and iPad. Not only did he set up the new computer, he also donated a brand new
monitor to go with it. Thank you, Skip, for everything you do!

In May, Multnomah County voters overwhelmingly approved a levy that benefits
the Gresham Historical Society and the other East Multnomah County historical
organizations. In the coming months and years, we will honor the confidence you have
placed in us by creating new educational programs, placing a tighter focus on diversity
in Gresham’s history, and making more of our resources available for public use.

In June, we said goodbye to our Museum Coordinator, Christy Weaver, who left
us to focus more of her attention on school. Christy has worked at the museum since
2013, first as our Collections Manager and then as Museum Coordinator. Her hard
work and passion for history have been invaluable to the museum, and we are grateful
that she has decided to remain as a volunteer. We wish her the best of luck in her
future endeavors.

Our new Museum Coordinator, Matt Holland, started on June 23. Matt has
been with us as a volunteer for over a year, photographing our extensive collection and
teaching our fall genealogy classes. As Museum Coordinator, he will work on
community outreach, volunteer coordination, and other responsibilities. We are excited
to welcome him onto our staff.

This summer, for the first time ever, our doors will be open on Fridays from 2
p.m. to 8 p.m. The magic of Facebook has told us that this is the busiest time in
Downtown Gresham, so hopefully our new open hours will bring in some new faces that
may not have been able to visit us before. If this experiment proves successful, we may
implement Friday hours for the rest of the year, as well. Courtesy of Sunny Han’s, our
Friday hours have been added to the sign in front of our building.

We are now signed up with Amazon Smile and Fred Meyer Community Rewards
so that you can support the museum every time you shop at Fred Meyer or Amazon.
It’s a quick and easy way to support the museum without spending any extra money.
Please see details and instructions on pg. 6.

Our next exhibit, Gresham Fire and Police, will be under construction starting
near the end of August. When it is finished, we will host a members-only preview on the
evening of September 8. We hope to see you there! This year we are planning to hold
Texas Hold ‘Em Poker Night in the middle of November. Stay tuned for a specific date.
We will announce it on our website and in our next newsletter.

Finally, as our charter members and other astute newsletter readers might
have realized, this year is the Gresham Historical Society’s 40th anniversary! To
celebrate 40 years, during which we’ve collected as much of Gresham’s history as
possible (and in the process, helped to shape it), we are launching our “40 for 40”
membership drive. Our goal for this drive is to gain one new member for every year
we’ve existed.

As always, thank you for your continued support. Without you, none of this

would be possible. David Baumann, President
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Current exhibits at the Gresham History Museum

Gresham’s Timeline provides a historical overview of

Gresham by decade.

The Mt. Hood Festival of Jazz covers one of

Gresham’s richest traditions, beginning with its birth

in 1982. This exhibit features the famous Jazz

Festival posters, a collage of the legendary artists

who performed at the festival, and much more!

What Am I? is back and has been expanded due to

its popularity last year. Some of the most unusual

items in the collection are on display. Can you guess

what they are?

MHCC celebrates our very own Community College’s

50th anniversary.

Local Art features talent from throughout Gresham’s

history.

Upcoming Events
Our guided tours are back! Those interested can RSVP for the tour of their choice on our website.

July 16th 15th Annual Gresham Arts Festival, 9:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.

July 17th Guided Tour of Historic Downtown Gresham, 1:30 p.m.

July 23rd Guided Tour of Historic Downtown Gresham, 11:00 a.m.

August 20th Guided Tour of Historic Downtown Gresham, 11:00 a.m.

September 8th Members-only reception at the Gresham History Museum, 5:00-7:00 p.m.

November Texas Hold ‘Em Poker Night Fundraiser

We’ll have a booth at the Farmers’ Market on the following days:
July 2nd, July 16th, July 30th, August 13, August 27, September 10, September 24.

Guided tours of Historic Downtown Gresham last about an hour and meet at the Gresham History
Museum ten minutes prior to the start of the tour. There is no set fee for the tour; we operate on
donations.

Please check the Events page on our website and follow our Facebook page to stay current on upcoming
events at the Gresham History Museum. To join our mailing list, email greshamhistorical@gmail.com.

AT THE MUSEUMMember Benefits
Gresham Historical Society

members receive the
following benefits:

 Subscription to our
quarterly newsletter
(digital newsletters are
available to help save
paper! See page 6.)

 A GHS member card

 10% off purchases in the
museum gift shop with
member card.

 $10.00 off a membership
at Oregon Historical
Society.

 Invitation to an annual
members only event.

 A discount on photos with
Santa during our annual
Photos with Santa events
with member card.



Calling All Members
We’re collecting the birth dates of all of our members!

Please call us at (503)661-0347 or email us at membership.ghs@gmail.com and
tell us your birthday—and you’ll receive a fun surprise from us in the mail!
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On the thirteenth of January, 1902, the Morning
Oregonian waxed poetic about Portland’s rural neighbor
to the east: “Splendid farms spread out in every direc-
tion, cosy [sic] and pretentious houses nestle in the
groves, and toward the south and southeast are count-
less farms, decking the sides of the sloping hills like the
spots on a checker-board.” One would never know that
the as-yet-unincorporated town
of Gresham had barely recov-
ered from a disastrous fire.

The blaze that claimed
over half of Gresham’s busi-
ness district (which then con-
sisted of the two blocks of Pow-
ell straddling Main Street) was
the worst in the town’s history,
but it was not without prece-
dent. In 1883, Gresham’s first
school, the White Schoolhouse,
burned in a forest fire. Other
minor fires burned homes,
barns, and some business-
es. For a town without the ben-
efit of electricity, this is not sur-
prising; fire was a mandatory
part of daily life, used for cooking, lighting, and heat-
ing. Larger houses had two chimneys, and there were
fireplaces in nearly every room. As in most frontier towns,
settlers constructed nearly every building from
wood. Mistakes were bound to happen.

Early in the morning on the first of October, 1901,
passersby noticed flames in the second-story window of
D.W. Metzger’s store. By the time Metzger arrived to un-
lock the building, the maelstrom inside was too intense
for anyone to enter, as he found when he attempted to
run inside for his records. It was a dry day in Gresham,
and a gusty east wind quickly spread the flames to the
buildings on both sides of the origin point. Shattuck Bros.
Mercantile and Fisher’s bike shop were among the first to
fall. Before the end of the day, fire had consumed nine
buildings and many more rooftops, the trestle bridge
spanning a gulch that once went under Powell, the jacket
protecting a section of the Bull Run pipeline, and the

town’s entire winter supply of grain, upon which the local
dairies depended. Residents did manage to protect the
newly built schoolhouse using a garden hose run from a
water tower, but the most they could do for the other
doomed buildings was to rescue the most valuable items
from inside before everything turned to ash.

Outside help was not exactly forthcoming. The
doomed Shattuck Bros. Mercantile housed the only tele-
phone in town, so a messenger ran to Twelve-Mile Corner
to phone the Portland Fire Department. The team of
horses that pulled Portland’s fire engines was accus-

tomed to sprinting to wherever
they were needed, and the fire
chief refused to risk their
health on the dozen-mile jour-
ney to Gresham. Instead,
Gresham arranged for a railcar
to carry an engine from Port-
land to Fairview. A passenger
train pulling into the station
delayed the railcar, and by the
time the engine made it to
Gresham, the fire was mostly
extinguished. Mrs. Sleret fixed
sandwiches for the firefighters
before they and the engine
made the trip back to Portland.
The hardy residents of Gresh-
am decided to make the most

of their misfortune. With startling swiftness, the Shattuck
Brothers reopened their business (albeit with a limited
inventory) inside the old cheese factory. The barber set
up his shop in the Gresham Hotel. D.W. Metzger laid the
foundation for his new building inside of two weeks. By
the time the Oregonian published its effusive description
of Gresham in January of 1902, evidence of the fire had
all but vanished. Life and business simply could not
wait.

More importantly, Gresham’s residents wanted a
plan for the future. They knew that the growing town
needed more protection than they could give it. To solve
the problem, business owners reopened a dormant con-
versation on incorporation. An incorporated Gresham
could raise a volunteer fire department and hire a night
watchman. Though many opposed the idea, incorpora-
tion began to look more enticing as fire threatened every-
thing they had worked to build.

History Under Fire
By Silvie Andrews

Photo appearing in the Morning Oregonian, 10/2/1901. The
Gresham Drug Store is barely visible in the background.
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Gresham’s next brush with misfortune occurred
less than a year later in a series of September forest
fires. The fires menaced Gresham from the south, com-
ing as close as Gresham Butte; on the east, where they
burned swathes of farmland along Hogan; on the west,
where they picked off farmhouses near 112th and Divi-
sion; and on the north, creating chaos along Stark Street
from Troutdale to Rockwood. The creeks were choked
with ash, and the smoke hung so thick over the
Willamette Valley that
“the sun appear[ed] like
a huge red ball in the
heavens,” according to
one melodramatic Ore-
gonian reporter. As
women and children
climbed onto rooftops
with buckets of water
and wet blankets, ready
to douse any cinders
that the east wind de-
posited, the men waded
into the thick underbrush
and attempted to fell
some of the dry snags
that contributed to the
fire’s spread. Wearing wet rags over their faces and fre-
quently beating a hasty retreat from the flames, many of
the amateur firefighters suffered burns in the line of du-
ty. Because the entire town was able to mobilize for its
own protection, Gresham’s only losses were a barn and
the Methodist parsonage, which burned along with its
records dating back to 1880.

Fire returned in 1903 for three of the businesses
it had missed in 1901. The Gresham Hotel, a grocery
store, and a meat market burned after a defective terra
cotta flue in the hotel ignited. (According to the Orego-
nian article covering the fire, the hotel hosted 26 regular
boarders, all railroad workers, who were laying the track
for the new line into Portland. Also spending the night
were 30 “transients” and a mop salesman.) As in 1901,
once the flames got started, the people of Gresham were
powerless to save the three buildings. Again, Gresham
appealed to the Portland fire department for help, and
again, no help arrived. Though the losses were not as
heavy as in 1901, the 1903 fire proved to be the catalyst
for change. A year later, Gresham formed its own city
council, and in 1905, the State of Oregon incorporated it

as a town. The residents of Gresham, impatient for
change, had already formed a volunteer fire department.

The Gresham VFD stayed busy from the begin-
ning. Wooden frame houses, stores, and hay-filled barns
ignited with frightening regularity. Farmers burned slash
and hunters lit campfires during the driest days of sum-
mer, inadvertently starting wildfires. Though Gresham
did not tap the Bull Run pipeline for drinking water until
1910, some fire hydrants did connect to it before that.
The time they spent together and the dangers they faced
bonded the volunteer firefighters into a social club, com-
plete with their own constitution, dinner parties, and oc-
casional blackballing.

In 1914, on the Winter
Solstice, the dreaded
disaster hit. Again affect-
ing the densest part of
Gresham, the businesses
on Main between 1st and
2nd Streets, this fire de-
stroyed seven business-
es, a house, and a barn
before it ran out of
fuel. The volunteer fire
department mobilized to
fight the fire, but their
progress was hampered
by downed electrical
wires, which electrocuted
several men unconscious

and charged the water they were using to fight the
fire. And Gresham had apparently still not hired a night
watchman, since a neighbor across the street had to run
two blocks barefoot and in his nightclothes to raise the
alarm. Miraculously, the brand new Regner Opera House
(now Amiton Furniture), across the street from where the
worst damage was wreaked, survived the fire without a
blemish. Gresham celebrated Christmas Eve with a party
there three days later.

Again, the small town bounced back from disas-
ter. Duane C. Ely, an Oregon City businessman who had
owned one of the burned buildings, announced he would
rebuild it using brick. Other business owners followed
suit, leading to a new era of fireproof Gresham architec-
ture. The Duane C. Ely building, on the southeast corner
of Main and 2nd, has housed some of the most beloved
stores in Gresham’s history, including Cloudtree & Sun,
Toy Bear, and Kidder Hardware, which became Gresh-
am’s first Jeep dealership immediately after World War II.

Fire has a special but complicated place in the
history of any town founded before the standardization of
fire codes. Imagine passing by Twelve-Mile Corner and

Aftermath of the fire on December 21, 1914.

History Under Fire
Continued from previous page
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Become a Volunteer!
As a nonprofit, the Gresham Historical Society relies heavily on volunteers for all of our daily

activities. Aside from research and other behind-the-scenes work, our volunteers staff the museum
so that we can stay open to the public on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays. We would not be
open to the public without their help!

This summer, we are opening our doors on Fridays as well. Most of our current volunteers
are not available that day, so we’re hoping to bring in an all-new Friday crew to staff the museum.
Duties for docents include greeting visitors, answering questions about our exhibits, becoming
acquainted with general Gresham history, and occasionally some light work such as folding
brochures. No prior experience is necessary, just a positive attitude and a willingness to meet new
people!

Please call us at 503-661-0347 or visit the museum for more information. We look forward
to meeting you!

seeing the grandest hotel that ever opened its doors to
East Multnomah County (the Twelve-Mile House, burned
down in 1938). Imagine attending a wedding in the 150-
year-old Bethel Baptist Church (destroyed by arson in
2004). Much of Gresham’s history has gone up in flames
over the years. Of course, without fire, Gresham may
have waited longer to petition for incorporation. Many of
the distinctive brick edifices on Main Avenue, like the Ely
Building and the old Zion Evangelical Church, are only
there because of those early, catastrophic fires. Some-
times unpredictable destruction is the price a growing
town pays for progress.

Sources
Oregon Historic Newspapers, University of Oregon

Libraries.
Gresham: Stories of our Past: Campground to City, edited

by Wink Chilton.

History Under Fire
Continued from previous page

Gresham’s Volunteer Firefighters standing in front of the fire department and city hall, c. 1926.

In May 2004, the 150-year-old Bethel Baptist Church burned.
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To sign up for Fred Meyer
Community Rewards:

Go to the Fred Meyer Community Rewards website,

www.fredmeyer.com/topic/community-rewards-4.

Under the first heading, click where it says “Re-enroll

or link your Rewards Card now.”

If you have never used the Fred Meyer website, you

may need to Create an account or Register (either

link will get you where you need to go).

Follow the instructions for setting up a Fred Meyer

account. Once you have entered your email address,

chosen a password, and entered the number on your

Rewards Card, you will be asked which organization

you would like to support. Please enter our name,

“Gresham Historical Society.”

The Gresham Historical Society is going paperless!
If you would like to receive your newsletter digitally, please email us at greshamhistorical@gmail.com. Digital

newsletters will help your historical society save money on paper, ink, and postage. They will also help the

environment by reducing waste.

This service is optional. If we don’t hear from you, we will continue to send you paper newsletters as usual.

To sign up for Amazon Smile:
Type smile.amazon.com into your address bar. Sign

in.

Amazon will offer a graphic of supported charities,

such as the Nature Conservancy and the American

Red Cross. Below that is a bar where you can pick

your own charitable organization. Type Gresham

Historical Society into that bar. Click Search.

There should be only one search result. Next to it,

click Select.

When you shop on Amazon, make sure to start at

Amazon Smile, at the address offered above. That

way, every time you make a purchase, Amazon will

donate 0.5% to the Gresham Historical Society—at

no extra cost to you!

Did you know that the Gresham Historical Society has

a brand new website? In fact, our newest feature

allowing online payments just opened this week!

Starting on the first of July, you can make membership

payments at greshamhistoricalsociety.org! This

addition formally kicks off our 40 for 40 membership

drive, during which we hope to gain a new member for

every year the Historical Society has existed!

THE GRESHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY ONLINE
Starting this summer, the Gresham Historical Society

can be found on Twitter and Instagram! Follow us for

a look at the inner workings of the museum, from the

perspective of our dedicated volunteers!

www.instagram.com/greshamhistoricalsociety

twitter.com/greshamhistory
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Gresham Outlook, 1933Aylsworth and Martin float in the 1924 Independence Day Parade

Gresham Outlook, 1944

Gresham Outlook, 1928

1919 Independence Day Parade at Main and Powell

Car decorated for the 1919 Independence Day Parade

OLD NEWS: 4TH OF JULY IN GRESHAM

For over a century, Gresham

has taken Independence Day

very seriously. Here’s a look

at some 4th of July

celebrations of the past.
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Please Support Our Advertisers!

Thank You, Donors!

Membership Dues
Starting this year, we are implementing a universal January anniversary date. This will help us
process membership dues in a more effective, organized manner and plan our budget for the coming
year. If you have paid your membership dues within the last year, your membership has been
renewed until January 2017.

Thank you for your support!

Friends of the
Museum

Ed & Claudia Brooks
Janice Crowley

Lael Hays
Utahna Kerr
Tom Metzger

(memorial)

Jo Ann Reese
Regional Arts & Culture

Council
Leslie & Rosemary Ross

Ruby F. Whalley
Oliver H. Zimmerman

Bronze
Dick Dowsett
Pat Durward

Rosemary Guttridge
Marilyn R. Laws
George McDade

Marianne Ott
US-J Connect, Inc.

Silver
Marie Squires

Juanita I. Syron

Platinum
Robin McGregor

Diamond
Pat Stone

Jack Malcolm

We would also like to extend our sincerest gratitude to our anonymous donors who

contribute by way of the donation box in the museum. Every penny helps!

Gold
J. Frank Schmidt Family
Charitable Foundation

Memorial
Friends and Family of

Suzanne Shepperd

Setsuko Fukatomi
(memorial for Joe

Fukatomi)
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Advertise With Us!
Contact Bryan Greenaway for more

information.
503-661-0347

membership.ghs@gmail.com
Advertisements appear in quarterly newsletters, on

our website, and in monthly Facebook posts.

Please Support Our Advertisers!
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CHANGE SERVICE

REQUESTED

July 2016 Newsletter

Executive Board:
David Baumann—President

Carol Nielsen—Vice President

Rose Marie Noojin—Secretary

Richard Kitamura—Treasurer

Board of Directors:
Utahna Kerr Judy Han

Eellitta Stone Dick Dowsett

Leslie Radke Robin McGregor

Martin Stone Kevin Conord

Carla Piluso

www.greshamhistoricalsociety.org E-mail: greshamhistorical@gmail.com

NAME________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________

PHONE________________________ E-MAIL________________________________________________

MEMBERSHIP*

Student $10_________ Single $30_________

Senior (60+) $20_________ Family $50_________

Senior couple $35________

Organization (No ad in newsletter)$50_______

Organization with Ad (business card size) in our newsletter $150_______

DONATIONS

Friends of the Museum $1 - $99________ Gold $500 - $999________

Bronze $100 - $249 ________ Platinum $1,000 - $4,999________

Silver $250 - $499________ Diamond $5,000+_________

*Membership is good for one year. Make checks payable to Gresham Historical Society.

P.O. Box 65 Gresham, OR 97030

Interested in Volunteering? Call 503-661-0347 to learn more about volunteer opportunities, or visit our website.


