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Mission Statement:
The Gresham Historical
Society is dedicated to

providing a center for the
collection, preservation,

exhibition, and publication of
material of historical and

cultural character; to acquiring
documents, manuscripts,
publications, artifacts and

images; and to
promoting knowledge and
appreciation of Gresham's

history to the public through
educational programs and

exhibits.

Museum Hours:
Tuesday, Thursday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Friday

2 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday

10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

410 N Main Avenue
P.O. Box 65

Gresham, OR 97030

503-661-0347

greshamhistorical@gmail.com

Like us on Facebook for
history tidbits and to keep up
with the latest happenings at

the museum!

Search:

Gresham Historical Society

Gresham Historical Society
Founded 1976

Summer flew by and fall is already upon us. As the holiday season
draws closer, the Gresham Historical Society is hard at work on several new
events and projects that we are excited to bring to the community before the
year’s end.

Our stand at the Gresham Farmers’ Market has been an overwhelming
opportunity for community exposure. On October 22nd, we will pack up our
stand until next spring. Until then, we hope you’ll come and say hello to us at
the museum!

The new Friday evening hours at the museum are proving to be an
excellent chance for visitors to finally stop in and see the exhibits. Many of our
guests who work during the day and on weekends express appreciation that
the museum is finally open later than 4 p.m.

The Gresham Police and Fire exhibit is off to a smashing success. With
loans from the Gresham Fire Department, retired firefighter David Persons,
and former police chief Carla Piluso, the exhibit features items and photos
from as early as 1901 and as late as the 2000s. Special thanks are in order
to all of those who donated and loaned items for the occasion.

In August, our museum coordinator, Matt Holland, and collections
manager, Silvie Andrews, began their historical lecture series. Through this
series, the Historical Society has generated a great base of history enthusiasts
and active members. The lecture series occurs every other Friday with an
upcoming lecture on October 7th. Beginning Friday, October 14th, we will start
bi-weekly genealogical research Q&A sessions to alternate with the lectures.
Look for more details on these free events through our Web and Facebook
pages.

Once again, the Historical Society will be taking part in the Gresham
Safe Trick or Treat, where we will give out candy and other festive Halloween
items to the young ghosts and goblins roaming the streets of downtown
Gresham. We will be ready, treats in hand, from 4-6 PM, Monday, October
31st.

We are looking forward to two other major events within the next few
months. First is the annual Texas Hold ‘Em night, Saturday, November 12th.
This event is an important fundraiser for the Historical Society and a chance
for everyone to get together and have fun. The second event is Christmas at
the Museum and Photos with Santa, beginning Saturday, November 26th.
(See page 5 for more details on these events.)

Looking into the post-holiday season, our new museum exhibit will be
available to the public in February. This new exhibit will highlight the history of
the Japanese community in Gresham throughout the years and will take the
place of our current Mt. Hood Jazz Festival exhibit.

Without all of your contributions, these events would not be possible.
Thank you all for your support and have a happy Halloween!

David Baumann, President



2 Gresham Historical Society
October 2016 Newsletter

Current exhibits at the Gresham History Museum

Gresham Fire and Police features loans from former

police chief Carla Piluso and the Gresham Fire

Department.

Gresham’s Timeline provides a historical overview of

Gresham by decade.

The Mt. Hood Festival of Jazz covers one of

Gresham’s richest traditions, beginning with its birth

in 1982. This exhibit features the famous Jazz

Festival posters, a collage of the legendary artists

who performed at the festival, and much more!

What Am I? is back and has been expanded due to

its popularity last year. Some of the most unusual

items in the collection are on display. Can you guess

what they are?

Local Art features talent from throughout Gresham’s

history.

Upcoming Events
October 7 Historical lecture on the origins of the Multnomah County Fair, 7:00 p.m.*

October 14 Genealogy Help Hour, 7:00 p.m.*

October 21 Historical lecture on Gresham’s lumber mills, 7:00 p.m.*

October 31 Safe Trick-Or-Treat in Historic Downtown Gresham, 4-6 p.m.

November 12 Texas Hold ‘Em Poker Night Fundraiser, 5:30 p.m.

November 27 Christmas at the Museum and Photos with Santa, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Spirit of Christmas in Downtown Gresham, 4 p.m.

November 28 Christmas at the Museum and Photos with Santa, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

December 3, 10, 17, 18 Christmas at the Museum and Photos with Santa, 10 a.m-2 p.m.

December 18 Gresham History Museum closes until mid-February, 2017, for an exhibit change.

We’ll have a booth at the Farmers’ Market on the following days:
October 8, October 22.

Please check the Events page on our website and follow our Facebook page to stay current on upcoming
events at the Gresham History Museum. To join our mailing list, email greshamhistorical@gmail.com.

*Historical lectures and genealogy troubleshooting sessions are free and will be offered on alternating
Fridays until further notice. Visit greshamhistoricalsociety.org/upcoming-events for more details.

AT THE MUSEUMMember Benefits
Gresham Historical Society

members receive the
following benefits:

 Subscription to our
quarterly newsletter
(digital newsletters are
available to help save
paper! See page 6.)

 A GHS member card

 10% off purchases in the
museum gift shop with
member card.

 $10.00 off a membership
at Oregon Historical
Society.

 Invitation to an annual
members only event.

 A discount on photos with
Santa during our annual
Photos with Santa events
with member card.



Calling All Members
We’re collecting the birth dates of all of our members!

Please call us at (503)661-0347 or email us at membership.ghs@gmail.com and
tell us your birthday—and you’ll receive a fun surprise from us in the mail!
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By the mid- 19th century on the American frontier,
the defining difference between a town and a village was
primarily judged by the services they could render. Black-
smith shops played on important role in economic expan-
sion within these small communities. Without a black-
smith, one might have
to travel days to the
next town for simple
services such as
horse shoeing, wheel-
wrighting, tool fabrica-
tion, and blade sharp-
ening. In other words,
without a blacksmith,
common occupations
such as farming and
logging became in-
credibly difficult if not
primitive. Slightly be-
fore the turn of the
19th century, a new
wave of industrializa-
tion hit Oregon’s cities
and towns. At first an
increase in traditional
blacksmithing satisfied these changes. However, gradual-
ly this time-honored occupation gave way to machining
and welding services. After blacksmithing in Gresham
grew to a fever pitch between 1880 and 1910, it disap-
peared as a common occupation by the 1930’s.

Before there were any known blacksmiths in Pow-
ell Valley, settlers purchased most iron-made tools from
one of two major trading hubs. Fort Vancouver kept sever-
al blacksmiths in their employ, and inhabitants of eastern
Multnomah County might acquire iron items from there.
Also, as a major starting point for mid-19th century set-

tlers in eastern Multnomah County, Oregon City kept sev-
eral blacksmiths within its trading post. Some general
stores in Powell Valley, appearing later in the 19th centu-
ry, also sold such items, but the middleman aspect added
an extra cost, and all of these options were inconvenient
for the repair of items like wagon wheels and horse
shoes.

Like many other early settlements and small
towns in inland Oregon, a blacksmith was needed in
Gresham for the manufacture and repair of farming and
logging equipment. As early as the 1860’s, Horseshoeing
and wheelwrighting were paramount to the ever growing

farmsteads in Powell
Valley. As luck would
have it, a blacksmith
and his family were
on their way. George
T. Sleret headed
across the Oregon
Trail from Macomb,
Illinois in the 1860’s.
Macomb was experi-
encing the economic
effects of the Civil
War when Sleret de-
cided to make the
arduous journey to
Oregon with his fami-
ly. By the time the
Sleret family reached
Powell Valley, they
had lost almost all of

their supplies except for George’s smithing tools. Fortu-
nately for the Slerets, Powell Valley was in dire need of a
blacksmith, while the Slerets were in need of a home-
stead. Therefore, several of the families in Gresham, in-
cluding John and George Reynolds, built Sleret a work-
shop and helped him find a suitable tract of land for his
farming needs. Sleret was a classic western frontier farm-
ing blacksmith. Blacksmithing was not a full time job for
him, but it supplemented farming, and he made a great
living doing so.

Hearth and History:
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By Mathew Holland

C.C. Miller’s blacksmith shop, located one block west of Main. The shop
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Dual farmer blacksmiths like Sleret were common
in Gresham up until the 1920s, as evidenced by Samuel
Bliss. Samuel was born in 1864 in Biel, Switzerland, and
his family immigrated to Powell Valley sometime in the
1870s. Like Sleret, Bliss was both a blacksmith and a
farmer. Bliss blacksmithed on his family’s dairy farms while
he helped his brothers take care of general operations. The
Bliss family farms moved around over time between Rock-
wood and Fairview. Oral accounts relate that Bliss made
most of his money in his
shop shoeing horses.
This business did so well
that he later opened a
second shop closer to
downtown on 2nd street
near Palmquist’s. Both
census records and oral
accounts relate that he
kept a steady number of
boarders at the home-
stead and most likely
enlisted their services or
was training them while
they stayed on the farm.
This system was a bene-
fit to his apprentices, as
it allowed them to learn a valuable trade while Bliss had
access to extra labor. Bliss is listed by the 1930’s census
as retired, although oral accounts maintain that he contin-
ued blacksmithing in some form for his entire life.

Gresham began to industrialize and grow by the
late 19th century. The prices of iron became cheaper
thanks to local iron foundries in Lake Oswego and major
projects such as expanding railways and water lines provid-
ed blacksmiths with more opportunities aside from being a
farrier. The creation of the Bull Run Pipeline through Gresh-
am was one particular example of these massive industrial
projects. In the years leading up to the pipeline’s comple-
tion in 1895, there was a sharp increase in help-wanted
ads for blacksmiths in Gresham. The primary source for
these ads came from Gresham’s largest blacksmith shop,
which was owned at that time by C.C. Miller. The shop was
located downtown near the Metzger feed mill and em-
ployed up to six blacksmiths at a time. By 1906, C.C. Mil-
ler’s shop was known as Blacksmiths General, and it was
by far the largest shop known in Gresham. Bob Mason, an
apprentice to Miller, went on to create his own shop only a
few years later. C.C. Miller’s shop fulfilled an increasing
demand for iron fabrication in Gresham.

Clarence “Ed” Osburn (alternatively spelled Osborn)
was one of Gresham’s last and best-known blacksmiths.
Several of our oral accounts mention Osburn fondly and
note that he was indeed one of the last blacksmiths in the
community. He had a shop located downtown that serviced
all of the local farmers’ horses that needed shoeing. In an
interview with the Gresham Outlook, John Andrew remem-
bers regularly visiting Ed Osburn's blacksmith shop in his
youth. "I can still see him with a horse's foot between his
knees scraping it to put on a new shoe," John said. "The
farmers all knew what day to bring their horses in, so there
would be long lines of farmers walking behind their team of
horses without their plows. Every now and then, they would

stop to rest from all the
walking they had to do to
get into town. The horses
were used to that, so
they never did get tired.
But I was fascinated by
the blacksmith process. I
would stand for hours
next to the forge. Ed was
so patient. If I got in the
way, he'd just say, 'OK,
John, you need to move
now."

As industry grew
in Gresham, blacksmiths
became less common.
Auto dealerships and

repair shops needed machinists who could operate metal
lathes and who knew how to weld with gas as opposed to a
forge. Many that called themselves blacksmiths in the
1910s census record were calling themselves machinists
by the 1920s or, alternatively, had closed shop. Ed Osburn
was no exception to this trend. He went from looking for
apprentices in his shop with blacksmith help-wanted ads in
1909 to ads advertising the sale of his shop and tools in
1921.

Although the first blacksmith shops in Gresham
complimented occupations like farming and logging, the
introduction of massive industrialization projects encour-
aged larger blacksmith shops with more industrial equip-
ment. Eventually, the entire occupation of blacksmithing
gave way to the newer machining and welding industries.

Endicott, A. (2013, January 15). “1912 house opens door to
childhood memories.” Retrieved September 30, 2016, from
http://portlandtribune.com/go/42-news/126744-1912-house-
opens-door-to-childhood-memories

Chilton, W. R. (1996). Gresham, stories of our past Vol. 1 and 2.
Gresham, Or.: Gresham Historical Society.
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Interior of Clarence “Ed” Osburn’s blacksmith shop circa 1910s.

Hearth and History
(Continued from Page 3)
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Become a Volunteer!
As a nonprofit, the Gresham Historical Society relies heavily on volunteers for all of our daily

activities. Aside from research and other behind-the-scenes work, our volunteers staff the museum
so that we can stay open to the public on Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays. Their help
is invaluable to our continued operations.

We are always in need of volunteers with computer skills. More and more of what we do is
now on the computer, and we’re hoping for a commensurate increase in computer-savvy helpers.
Tasks can be simple, such as scanning documents into our searchable archives, or complex, such
as registering historic artifacts in our database. Our focus, as always, is on making our collections
available to as many people as possible, and we can use all the help we can get!

Please call us at 503-661-0347 or visit the museum for more information. We look forward
to meeting you!

Christmas at the Museum &
Photos with Santa

Come visit Santa Claus and see the Gresham

History Museum in its holiday finery! We will offer

free cider and cookies; a craft table; and a gift

shop stocked with ornaments, cards, books, and

a cornucopia of historical holiday gifts. Santa

photos are available in 4x6 and 8x10 prints or as

high-resolution digital files.

November 26—10 a.m.-4 p.m.

November 27—10 a.m.-2 p.m.

December 3, 10, 17, 18—10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Texas Hold ‘Em Fundraiser
Join us for the second annual poker night at the

Gresham History Museum! A $35 buy-in will get

you a spot at the table and a hot chicken dinner.

Last year’s poker night was our biggest

fundraising event of the year and a blast for

everyone who attended!

Saturday, November 12, 5:30 p.m.
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The Gresham Historical Society is going paperless!
If you would like to receive your newsletter digitally, please email us at greshamhistorical@gmail.com. Digital

newsletters will help your historical society save money on paper, ink, and postage. They will also help the

environment by reducing waste.

This service is optional. If we don’t hear from you, we will continue to send you paper newsletters as usual.

THE GRESHAM HISTORICAL SOCIETY ONLINE
The Gresham Historical Society can be found on

Twitter and Instagram! Follow us for a look at the

inner workings of the museum, from the perspective of

our dedicated volunteers!

www.instagram.com/greshamhistoricalsociety

twitter.com/greshamhistory

Potato farmers in the Gresham area, c. 1900.

Harvest Season in Gresham
Gresham may be most famous for strawberries and raspberries, but those weren’t the only

crops that grew well here. The fertile soil made the area ideal for potatoes, beans, apples,

pears, pumpkins, corn, lettuce, broccoli, tomatoes, and filberts. Some farmers grew many

different crops either simultaneously or during different parts of the year. Berries would ripen

in the spring, and most of the other crops would be ready to harvest in late summer or

autumn. Many of the Gresham-area pioneers were sustenance farmers, which meant that

October and November were the months for canning their homegrown produce to be eaten

over the winter.
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Lillian West
An American Girl from West Gresham

By Mikayla Williamson, Natalie Greenfield and Destiny Boxell

In 1883, Lillian West was with her sister,
Margaret, and her best friend, Evie Smith. They

were running to school, because they were thirsty.
So, when they got to the school, they went to the
well, and started pumping water to drink.

Then they got inside the classroom and started
writing a Bible verse down. Then, all the sudden,
Lillian smelled smoke.

“I smell smoke,” said Lillian.
Evie went to the window and said that there

was smoke coming from the schoolhouse.

***During the fire***
“Mr. Wilson, I think the schoolhouse is on fire,”

Lillian said.

Mr. Wilson said, “Everybody get out of the
school house. It’s on fire!”

The boys ran out first. Then Evie and Lillian
went to grab Margaret’s hand. They took Margaret

out of the classroom. After they all got out of the schoolhouse, the kids went in different directions. The girls went to
the creek, and the boys went to the field.

Mr. Wilson went over to the boys to count how many kids there were. After that there was one boy who was gone.

Mr. Wilson said, “Let’s go over to the girls.” They went over and told the girls to hold hands, so they could go find
Edward. They found Edward curled up and afraid behind a tree.

Evie said to Edward, “Why did you go behind a tree?”

He said, “I wanted to go home.”
***After the Fire***

Lillian, Evie and Margaret got out of the fire safely. They all were feeling sad and scared.

“I wonder if there’s anything we can save,” said Margaret.
The girls could smell ash, burnt books and burnt wood.

Then Lillian said, “Now we don’t have our only Bible.” They each only had 1 Bible.

Next they saw ash. There was lots of it. Nothing was left – only 1 page of a book – that was all. No full books, no
slates, no quill pens, nothing.

Everyone worked together to clean up the mess. They saved any trees they could, and rebuilt the school. They

wanted to do it quickly so all the children would have a good education.

Mikayla, Natalie, and Destiny are local 5th graders who came to the museum over the summer to research this
short story. It is based on a real event in Gresham’s history.

The White Schoolhouse, which stood on the site of West Gresham Grade
School and burned down in 1883.

Historic Gresham photos make
excellent holiday gifts! Search
through our collection and get

prints made here at the Gresham
History Museum!
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Please Support Our Advertisers!

Thank You, Donors!

Membership Dues
Starting this year, we are implementing a universal January anniversary date. This will help us
process membership dues in a more effective, organized manner and plan our budget for the coming
year. If you have paid your membership dues within the last year, your membership has been
renewed until January 2017.

Thank you for your support!

Friends of the
Museum

Ed & Claudia Brooks
Janice Crowley

Lael Hays
Utahna Kerr
Tom Metzger

(memorial)

Jo Ann Reese
Regional Arts & Culture

Council
Leslie & Rosemary Ross

Ruby F. Whalley
Oliver H. Zimmerman

Bronze
Dick Dowsett
Pat Durward

Rosemary Guttridge
Marilyn R. Laws
George McDade

Marianne Ott
US-J Connect, Inc.

Silver
Marie Squires

Juanita I. Syron

Platinum
Robin McGregor

Diamond
Pat Stone

Jack Malcolm

We would also like to extend our sincerest gratitude to our anonymous donors who

contribute by way of the donation box in the museum. Every penny helps!

Gold
J. Frank Schmidt Family
Charitable Foundation

Memorial
Friends and Family of

Suzanne Shepperd

Setsuko Fukatomi
(memorial for Joe

Fukatomi)
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Advertise With Us!
Contact Bryan Greenaway for more

information.
503-661-0347

membership.ghs@gmail.com
Advertisements appear in quarterly newsletters, on

our website, and in monthly Facebook posts.

Please Support Our Advertisers!
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CHANGE SERVICE

REQUESTED

October 2016 Newsletter

Executive Board:
David Baumann—President

Carol Nielsen—Vice President

Rose Marie Noojin—Secretary

Richard Kitamura—Treasurer

Board of Directors:
Utahna Kerr Judy Han

Eellitta Stone Dick Dowsett

Leslie Radke Robin McGregor

Martin Stone Kevin Conord

Carla Piluso

www.greshamhistoricalsociety.org E-mail: greshamhistorical@gmail.com

NAME________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________

PHONE________________________ E-MAIL________________________________________________

MEMBERSHIP*

Student $10_________ Single $30_________

Senior (60+) $20_________ Family $50_________

Senior couple $35________

Organization (No ad in newsletter)$50_______

Organization with Ad (business card size) in our newsletter $150_______

DONATIONS

Friends of the Museum $1 - $99________ Gold $500 - $999________

Bronze $100 - $249 ________ Platinum $1,000 - $4,999________

Silver $250 - $499________ Diamond $5,000+_________

*Membership is good for one year. Make checks payable to Gresham Historical Society.

P.O. Box 65 Gresham, OR 97030

Interested in Volunteering? Call 503-661-0347 to learn more about volunteer opportunities, or visit our website.


